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San German and the Polytechnic Institute
Welcome Dr. and Mrs. J. Will Harris

Fundador del Instituto
Se Encuentra en P. R.

Desde hace una semana, proceden-
te de su residencia en Texas, y acom-
pafiado de su esposa, se encuentra en
la isla el Dr. J. Will Harris, funda-
dor en 1912 de nuestro Instituto Fo-
litécnico.

Poco después de su llegada, los se-
nores Harris se trasladaron al Ins-
tituto, en San Germén, donde son
huéspedes de honor, y en donde ellos
tienen puestos sus amores como la
obra que les debe su vida y que hoy se
les ofrece esplendorosa en un grado
de desarrollo que solo el corazén y la
imaginacién enfervorizados de sus
fundadores pudieron sospechar.

El Politécnico y la ciudad de San
German han rivalizado en actos de
profundo reconocimiento y de cordia!
admiracién y afecto.

El dia de su llegada, les fué ofre-
cida una recepcién en la llamada Ca-
sa Maria, mansién de belleza sin
igual, construida por el Capitan Hey!
man y donada al Politécnico para re-
sidencia de sus presidentes. El Dr.
Segl, actual presidente del Instituto,
y su gentil esposa, obsequiaron a 1os
fundadores, a los miembros de 1a Fa-
cultad y de la Administracién, y a las
mas destacadas personas de la loca-
lidad, con una cena espléndida, en las
terrazas que dominan uno de los pai-
sajes mas sorprendentemente bellos
de la isla. La masa coral del Politéc-
nico canté un programa que fué ca-
lurosamente aplaudido.

Los Harris agasajados

En dias sucesivos una serie ininte-
rrumpida de agasajos demostraron a
los sefiores Harris cuan hondas y sin-
ceras son las raices que dejaron su
apostélica y atil labor, de tantos afos
en esta comarca. El Club de Leones y
el de Rotarios les ofrecieron sendas
comidas extraordinariamente concu-
rridas. Los esposos Gregory, Palmer,
Vélez, Herman Alvarez, Leker y la
Sra. Esperanza Castillo, tuvieron &l
privilegio de sentarlos a su mesa en-
tre las innumerables familias que hu-
bieran querido tener esa satisfaccién
si lo hubiera permitido una perma-
nencia mas larga de los visitantes.

Entre los homenajes organizados
por el Municipio y las entidades cul-
turales y religiosas de la ciudad me-
recen destacarse la recepciéon en 'a
Alcaldia de San German, que previa-
mente habia nombrado a Dr. Harris
hijo adoptivo de la ciudad: la dedica
cion de la Avenida J. W. Harris, que
enlaza el recinto del Poiltécnico con
la ciudad, de tan evocador estilo co-
lonial; los servicios de bienvenida en
la Iglesia presbiteriana con sermon
a cargo del propio Dr. Harris, y el
acto de afecto y simpatia organizados

(Contintta al dorso)

conjuntamente por la Logia Maséni-
¢ “Luz de las Lomas’ y el Capitulo
de la Orden Estrella de Oriente “Es-
peranza” No. 3.

Los actos organizados por el Poli-
técnico aparte la recepcién en Casa
Maria, fueron el banquete ofrecido en
el suntuoso comedor del Colegio, con
asistecia de los ex-alumnos, la Fa-
cultad y las personalidades invitadas;
y el acto de graduacién de la Clase
de 1948. Este acto en que culminé el
programa en honor de los fundado-
res tuvo el bosque del Politéecnico en
una manera radiante de luz y paisa-
je, hasta llegar ala escalera histori-
ca”, del primitivo edificio del Institu-
to; el discurso de graduacién a carge—
del Dr. Fernando Sainz, escuchado con
un recogimiento y emocién impresio-
nantes; y el momento de imponer al
Dr. Harrigs las insignias honorificas
que los concurrentes presenciaron de
pie y en medio de una carifosa e in-
terminable ovacion.



Dr. J. Will Harris.

I shall read you first what Who’s Who in America says of Will Harris
and then what those say who know him best.

“Harris, John William, educator; b. Dripping Springs, Tex., Jan. 12,
1876; B.A., Park Coll., Parkville, Mo., 1902, LL. D., 1920; grad. Princeton
Theol. Sem. 1905: m. Eunice Evelyn White, of Hiawatha, Kan., May 17, 1905;
children— Helen Evelyn, William Donald, Margaret Alice, Robert White,
Charles Cleland. Ordained Presbyn. ministry, 1905; went to Puerto Rico as
missonary 1906; founder, 1912, and pres. Poly. Inst. of Puerto Rico, the only
successful industrial co-educational coll. of liberal arts in Latin America; re-
tired as pres. of sch. on Founder’s Day, Mar. 2, 1937. County committeeman
Agrl. Adjustment Administrn, Mason. Home: Kl Guajalote Ranch, Dilley, Tex.”

A man who saw visions and dreamed dreams and set out to make them
come true; who built a great college on nothing but faith and hard work; an
unremitting toiler in the vineyard of the Lord; the man who has done more
for the spirit and lasting good of Puerto Rico than any other person who has
sojourned among us; the man who with the help of his devoted and beloved
wife has built the most lasting edifice it is given to man to build, a shrine in
the hearts and eonsciences of men and women.

“And all the elements in him so mixed, that Nature might at last stand
up and say: THIS IS A MAN.”

1t is most fitting that here on these old steps where Will Harris over
35 years ago made the modest start of this great institution, the Institute
now honors him with the degree of Doctor of Divinity and he honors the
Polytechnic Institute by accepting it.

Dr. James Beverley.



Calle San Juan Renamed
Avenida Dr. Harris

Late Thursday afternoon on May 6
members of the Rotary Club, fac-
—ulty of the Polytchnic, public offi-
cials from the town and friends gath-
ered at the little park cast of the
" Steps to dedicate the new thorough-
fare which has always been popular-
ly known as Calle San Juan but
henceforth is to be called Avcnida
Dr. Harris.

DrsJoachim A. Abudo, president of
the Rotary briefly reviewed the ef-
forts made by the Rotary to bring
about the improvement of the strect
mentioning as he did so the interest
of Mr. Ilarl E. Clarke in this parti-
cular project,

Ledo. José Martin  Betancourt,
chairman of the Municipal Council,
stated that it had been a plcasure
for the municipality to undertake and
complete the project sponsored by the
Rotary. He deeply regretted the fact
that the plaque designating the new
name of th> street was not ready for
installation.

On behalf of the Polytechnic Dr.
Seel thanked both the Rotary and the
Municipal Council for what they had
done and added his hope that the new
thoroughare could bind the college and
the town still more closely to each
other. _

Dr. Abudo then called upon Dr.
Harris who after expressing his ap-
preciation for the honor conferred
upon him recalled the appearance of
the street during his first years at
the Poly. In those days, he said, the
street was so narrow-that the win-
dows and doors of the little houses on
either side of the street oponed out
onto the road. Deep ruts lined the
road and in rainy weather the ex
carts sunk to the hub in the mud. He
closed by expressing the hope that
some day new and more attractive
homes in another part of the city
would be provided for the citizens who
now lived on either side of the ave-
nida.

Senator Santiago R. Palmer
brought the ceremonies to a clase by
heartily concurring with Dr. Harris
suggestion and added that he too
hoped to see the day when this new
proyect could be carried out to com-
pletion,

Institute Graduates
Honor the Harrises

On Friday evening May 6 mem-
bers of the Polytechnic alummi, fa-
culty and senior class gathered in
the new comedor to do honor to Dr.
and Mrs. J. Will Harris—founders of
this institution.

As toastmaster of the evening,
Mr. Juan Faria, jovial president of
the alumni association, welcomed
everyone and paid gracious tribute to
the vision, love and labors of the
founders. During the course of the
evening he called upon Dr. Seel, Dr.
Rodriguez Quifiones of Arecibo and
Mr. Carlos Valls, president of the
senior class, to speak. Each of these
gentlemen attested in words of sin-
cere appreciation to the magnificent
work done by Dr. and Mrs. Harris.

During the course of the evening
Mrs. Lydia Gregory pinned a superb
corsage of orchids on Mrs. Harris and
Miss Esther Delgado on behalf of
the alumni presented to the Harrises
a generous check. A number of con-
gratulatory telegrams and messages
were received and read aloud.

Mrs. Harris rose first to express
her love for the school, its faculty and
alumni and her deep appreciation for
everything that had been done to
make their current visit to Puerto
Rico such a happy one. She closed by
assuring everyone present of the
warm welcome awaiting them at Dil-
ly, Texas.

Dr. Harris also expressed his deep
gratitude and affection for the
school and ist alumni. He then re-
lated something of his early struggles
to keep the school going and grow-
ing and called upon everyone present
to help the Poly to keep on going and
growing especially in the field of help-
ing deserving but needy students.

He closed by stating that his heart
would always be with the Polytech-
nic for he had given directions that at
his death his heart should be brought
back to San German and buried be-

side the Steps.



