Archbisho

By gAROLD J. LIDIN

San Juan Archbishop James P. Davis yesterday
vindicated Msgr. Rafael Grovas, chancellor of the arche
diocese and author of the controversial circular letter
describing possible canonical penalties including excommu-
nication for some bishop-defying Populars.

At the same time, Avrchbishop Davis left the door
open to conciliation with Governor Mufioz’s ruling Popular
Democratic Party (PDP).

The San Juan prelate said the canonical references
made in the Grovas letter were in “perfect conformity’”
with church discipline. But the ecclesiastical penalties
| described in the circular “will not be applied,” the arch-
bishop stressed.

The prelate’s statement yeasterday came the day after
San Juan Mayor Felisa Rincon de Gautier reportedly
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received Holy Communion at the Church of our Lady of
Fatima in Hato Rey

Last Frlday, in the heat of the polemtc over whether
“pubhc sinners” conld recelve Sacmments she qu;;
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that Davis’s Chicago statement
was unfair to the chancellor.
But the conflict between the
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the party stand as meaning that
the Wesdnesday action by the
PDP. Central Committe was not
fully satisfying to the Church.

[ sdnesday, the .PDP
tee, af the urging
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: -motion stating that the
party platform “does not em-
body...any concept whatsoever
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The phrase “any conecept
whatsoever”in the Central Com-
mittee motion referred to a
plank in the PDP platform that
said a democratic government

church and the Popular Demo-
cratic Party may well be stlll,
alive.

Archbishop Davis’s statement
yesterday stressed that the
church is disposed to concilia-
tion with respect to “any decla-|
ration or official explanation of
the PDP that “‘definitely makes
clear” that the Popular Pa
has no intention -
problems of conscience
Catholic members. z

Despite the soft tone of the

cannot forbid acts which a “con- _
| sensus” of ‘public opinion does
inot consider immoral.

This position was attacked by
the Catholic hierarchy as “mo-
ral relativism,” and the bishops
warned that such a premise

| could lead to disregard of the

Ten Commandments as a basis
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