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There are signs that the Ca· 
tholic Church's attack ~n t~e 

l
Popular Party is creating in 
some devout Catholics in Puerto 
Rico a deep and tragic internal 

conflict. . d th t 
One Catholic, who aske .a 

his name be not made public, 
said yesterday that the real tra· 
gedy lies in the extent of th~ 
Church pronouncement that n. 
was a sin to vote for the Popu-
lar Party. ul 

After a good deal of so -
searching, he said, it is now ~b 
violJ;S to him that devout . Ca tho· 

r lies have to choose bet.ween 
\ (See CATHOLICS Page 20) 

being a Popular or being a Ca· 
tholic. Under present circum­
stances, he said, it is impossible 
to j)e both. He explaine<t it as 

,follows: 
~'~<1,If you believed in the Popu­
'1ai Party, and you voted for it, 
you have committed a sin. But 
it is not- enough that you go to 
a Catholic priest and confess it. 
That is, your sin will not be 
absolved automatically by con­
fessing it and having a· priest 

1 

tell you that he, in tltt name of 
God, ha§ tRrgiven it. · 

"The sin is only forgiven if I 
one repents for having commit- , 
ted it and resolves not to com- " 
mit it again. 

"A devout Catholic, further­
more,: cannot go to communion 
unless he has repented for hav­
ing voted for the Popular Par­
ty, regardless whether the sin 
had been confessed and forgiven 
by a priest. For the sin re­
mains if you know in yon heart 
that you would vote again for 
the Popular party. And to re­
ceive commumon knowing that 
you have in you an unabsolved j 
sin, is a sin in itself, a sacrilege.] 

Catholics who have not re- ' 
pented for having voted for the 
Popular Party cannot in good 
conscience go to communion 
until they are sincerely convin­
ced that they had sinned and I 
that they will not do it again. / 

"Those Catholics who confes­
sed voting for the Popular Par­
ty and then received communion 
Sunday without repenting, there­
fol'e , have committed three sins. 

"1. Confessing a sin without 
repenting for it. 

"2. Lying to the priest 
by saying that you know you 
have sinned without actually be­
lieving it. 

"3. Receiving communion 
knowing that you have unab­
solved sins in you. 

To practice Catholicism, this 
person said, one must practice 
the Catholic sacraments. It is 
impossible, he said, for a devout I 
Catholic to practice the sacra­
ments if he sincerely believes 
that ·it is not wrong to be a 
Popular and to vote for the Par­
ty. 

"This person said that he did 
not go . to confession or com­
munion Sunday. because he has 
not repented for having voted 
for the Popular Party. Only if 
he repents, he said, would he, 
in his conscience, be justified 
in practicing the Catholic sa­
crements again." 



-----·------- ------· --~ ··-· -- ··--

A Church official, who was 
asked to comment on the con­
flict within the above Catholic, 
said last night that this Catholic 
has no authority to determine 
for himself what is and what is 
not a sin. This authority, he 
said, rests only in . the Church. 

The Church official, however, JI 
agreed that a Catholic who con­
fesses having voted for the Po- 1 

pular party without repenting 
it, to being dishonest to himself, 
to the priest he is confessing to, 
and to God. To go to commun­
ion with an unabsolved sin in 
one, he said, is not only a siq l 
but a sacrilege against the I absolve sins. Only God can do 
Church. ,,., this, he said. One can fool a 

It is not priests, he said, who . priest, he said, but never God. 
'-
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