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}~ECOLONIZJl:TI~!U?M:·~~T':lEE HOLDS !IRST __ ~ETING OF 197?J. 

HE.f\.P.S SECRE1'ARY-Cl?...NSRAJJ, EJ_,ECTS 01',FIC}~RS - -~--- .... ..............____ ....... __ 

The Sp1:?dal Committee of' 24 on decolc;1:lzation, meeting this morning for 
the first t:i.me ia 1972, hec::rd Secr..:tary-Ger:.e:?:"al Kurt Waldheim e::qlress 
confidence that t!1e 1\.ricle con~en:.ms. " t .hQt hss developed on decolonization would 
ugive the added emphasis needed to bring Hbout the full and complete eradication 
of colonialism in all its forms a.cd n:anif'estations . 

Salim A. Salim (United Republic cf Te.nzani a ), elected unanimously this . 
morning as Chninnan of the Corrmittce, revi ewed the problems of African and 

. other Territories ccnfronting tl:le Committee ?.!").d urged closer co-oper<:tion with 
liberation movements , the Organizat.Lon of' Africc:!Il Unity (OAU) and non- 1 

goveinmcnt8l organizatior.s. · · 

.Also elected this morning were Fra:llc 0. libdulah ('l'rinidad anc1 Tobago) 
and Ilja Hulinsky ( czechoslovaldn) 2.5vr-ce:=-ci1liii~1;iena·ncf i:fol1-5r:,m·~:;cfH:--~~i:yu:t>i 
(Afghani~tan ) as Rapporteur. 

At t!le suggestion of Syria anr1 Iran, the Cor.m1i ttee decided to designate 
i ts Chaim.an as its representative to the Security Council meetings in Addis 
,Ahaba , which are to begin on 28" January. 

It agreed to meet agai n as soon as possible after the Council meetings 
in Af'ri ca to decide on its work programme f'o.i..· the year. 

The thrr:!e new members of the Commi ttec -- China, Czechoslovakia ~nd 
Indonesia -- were welcomed in stater.:ents rriade this morcing. 

Statement by. Secreta~y-Genera~ 

Secr,:!tar:r:...Ger1eral WALDHEIM, in h:l.s renarks on opening · the Committee rs 
meetinz t '. iis morning> extended a welcome to the ne~·r nierubers of th~ Cornruittee. 

\ 

- He re~alled · thut in 1970 the Genera l :Assembly har'i adoptt::d a Prog-.camrne 
of Act:i.on :)r. decolonization in. order to accele!:'ate t ha t precess. 
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Referring to the "extrerc.ely disquieting s:;.tuation in southern Africa 11
, 

ex1n'essed the hope that the Cornmi ttee would make a positive contribution 
the sei:trch for just and., effective solutions. 

Othe1; dependent Terri tor.ies; he added, were no less deservin.::; of the 
Comnr~ttee:s careful attention ~ No facto1·s such as the size of population, 
avoilability of natural resources or economic viability should dela;;,r the 
full implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Coloni al Co·J.nb:i es · and Peoples . · 

He welcorJed the 11 recent positive response" of the New Zealand Government 
to permit access to the Niue and Tokelau Islands, and the upcoming Visiting 
:Mission of the '.I.'rusteeship Council to Papt.J.a and New Guinea. 

He announced that within a .day' or two the Secreta:dat wouJ.d circalate a 
note contai:15.ng references to relevant r csolut:Lons of the General Assembly 
and o:f the Ctmmittee bearing on the Cc:mnittee 1 s work ' for the year. · 

The Corxd.t tee, he went on, h<!d been asked to forn!ulatc concrete s uggesti cns 
to assist the Secur.ity Council in consiJering sppropriate ~easures that it 
might take . 

Mr . 'ifaldheim expressed the hope that in the li ght of Assembly resol.ution 
2836 (XXVI) of 17 Dec€mber 1971, the Committee would pay due regard to the 
need to control its docw'.'!enta ti on requirements . · 

In conclusion, the Secretary-General expressed confidence that the 
Committee 1 s work <luring the year would repr<::sent a 11 further positive contribu­
tion -Cowards the achievement, by the dep endent peoples, of the goals set out 
in the :Pecla1'at:Lon 11

• He assu.red the Committee of his full co-operation in 
its. endeavo:..irs and wished it e·.rery success in the task before it. 

, (The text of the s"~ cretary.:.Gene.;:al 1 s statement is given in Press Rele a,se 
SG/Si!i/1622-GA/COL/1256.) · 

Addre~_s by Ch~irr,an 

The Chainnan, Mr . SH,TI..f (United Rep.~blic of Tanzania), speaking after hj_s ; 
.um:inil:;ous election: paid tribute to the wo:,.·k of' ,'b.is predecessors and co:nmended 
the S0cret.ar:;r-Gen::?ral on his co~mitment to the pr:Lnciples of the Declaration 
on decolor:i7..ati on. 

· / 

It was a matter for satisfactj_on, l:,1.e said, that the Special Committee h::.id 
survived 11 r:dif'ficultu years 11 in spite of the deliberate campaigns aimed at 
undermining i t 11

• 

Mr . Selim paid tribute to rrthe inspiring an1 dedicated scrvicesrr of the 
1 pri::vio·-.:s Sec.i:eta.ry-General, .u Thant , and r:his outstanding ar.d n:emorable . 

contri butio cir: to the 1rnri\. of t he Com..-:ii t tee . 

(more) 
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He welcomea the delegations of China, Czechoslovakia and Indonesia, 
adding that the membership of' China had a special significance as it 
de1r.ons t.ri:tted ... that country's genuine j_nterest in the struggle for freedom and 
independen ce of all colonial peo1ile s. 

In WP.learning the de legation of Czechoslovakia he acknowledged 11with deep 
aripreciation11 the role played in the Committee by Poland, which resigned in 
December. .Mr. Salim also expressed the view that few countries could equal 
the history of the struggle of the people of Indonesia for freedom and 
independence . 

Ee went on to say that few if any of the members cculd be very happy _at 
the pace of decolonization, particularly in southern Africa. 

'I"he events in the last f'ew days in Southern Rhodesia had attracted the 
attention of the internati onal conirnuni ty, he said. '1Braving the intimidation· 
of the fascist authorities, the African people of Zimbabwe in their thousands 
have taken to the streets categorically rejecting the so-called proposals for 
s ettlement agreed upon by the British Government ·and the racist Srni thtl, he 
added. 

'.Ihe Chairman declared that the intP-rnational comrouni ty was entitled t o 
YJ10W from Britain 11 by what stretch of imagi.nation11 the CorJnission headed by 
Lord Pe::lrce could funct:i.on with even the semb-lance of fairness , given the 
out rageous represGive measures including mass arrests , detentions and brutal 
killings currently being perpetuated by the Smith regime against the opponents 
of 11 the so-called settlement 11

• 

In the Territories under Pm·tuguese do1rination, he continued, the · 
national liberation mov•.:ments had made outstanding gains in their struggle . 
It was clear that the liberatio:i struggle in Africa was being waged against 
a multitude of' formidable odds 11 thanks to the generous support that Portugal 
receives from some of her powerful allies 11

• 
/ 

He suggested that the Committee give special attention to the question of 
the support which Portugal was r eceiving from its_ allies and others. 

Turn5.ng to Namibia, he said, the seriousness of the situation there could 
not be over-emphasized as reports indicate that South Africa had resorted to 
the applic.qtion of brut.-'.1 1 police force to suppress the people of Ovamboland. 
who ·11ere demanding 11 nothing more than a just eristence11

• 

As regards the small colonial territories outside Africa , the Chairman 
made a rr special appeal to the administering Powers to come forth and co-operate 
with the Committee11

• He commended the example Get by Australia arid New Zealand • 
. 

Speaking of the Co.:-"mittee 1 s short- range goals in 1972, he expressed hope 
that it would be able to meet with l ·eaders of liberation movements "in a 
regular s~sn:i.on held a1·ray from Headquarters and prefercibly n~ar the _theatre~. 

· of _ ope 1·~tions 11 ; · He also""ur.ged- irrten8ifred ·cont"a.cts· ~;i th the. OAU and with 

(more ) 
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non-goYerrnnenttll organizations, incl uding tra<i~ u.nioEs and other bodies in 
countr:i_e s i·:hich h el p ed the colonial authori ties • . The _ Comrn.ittee should also 
wor k closeJ.y,. w5.th 11 t hos e few:i sp<?.cialized agencies ·which h c:t d shown 11 posi·cive 
trend s 11 in r egar d to decolo'niza tion, he add ed . . 

Expr~s s i ng C.ope tha t the work of the Com:-:tl t tee would be given the wide st 
possible publicity, the Cha i L-na n conclu<led by s aying .that the Corrn1i tt.ee c ouJ.d 
'r'arous e t he com:ciou;~ ness of the international c or.-!munity a gainst the c oloni al 
authorities while at the sarGe . tin:e it cc:i.n help the: colonial authorities to get 
into a i:;nth of . s a nity'' . : 

M:r.. Salim i·:as ncminnted for the Cha:i.rmanship by the rep1~eser.tati ve oi· 
Ven 8z.u ela , supportsd by Syria and Tunisia. (A biogrr.:phice.l note on the new 
Chairman appears in Press Rel c::ase BI0 / ::;03-GA/COL/ 1256 .) 

AN CHHI-YlJAH (Ch}. nn ), express:i.ng his pleasure at taking part f or the 
fir s t t ime i n the ·work of the Corr.mi t t ee, said the contir:u::.ng existence of . 
coloni al.:i.sm wac in violotion of the Un:i.ted Ne.t:i.onG Charter . His Government , 
a!!d peopl e s u~p:?o:r.ted t h e p eople of Moz.arnhiq_ue, Aagola anc1 Guinea . (Bissau) 
as w2ll as those of Zit~bab·.~ e and Namibia.· 

. ·The struggle of })eopl<:!s a·gainst colonialir~; he '1ient on , hnd been 11 surging · 
forwa rd. m~.ve upon waven and wou~d surely triumph . 

I mperi::i.lists and coloniali sts , he _sa i d, were doing t heir utmost t o obstruct 
the work of the Comni ttee . 'They would not succeea. , hew ever > s ince they were 
agair .. s t the tide o f hi story . 

TAKO'; !:iAI.IK ( Covie'G Union) con·grat.u.la:l-.?..rl t he new officers of the Committee 
and wcl.com~d the three new members . He · str essed the iro:po:-tanc e of' strengthen­
ing links b eti·ieen the Cor:imittee ;:ind the various l i ben.tion movements , of . 
brea:<:i ng all tier; ,.,i th colonialist arid nee- colonialist forc es , and of creating 
.a clirr.ate of ccndemnat1.on of all colonialism ancl · r acism . 

Dcccr:Lbing the forthcoming meetings of the Security Council in Africa as 
histo:d c , he st~ted th~.t the Soviet de1.ega.tion would l~r,.d. ~very effort , to make 
th£·m sucr.essful . 

'Ihe Comm:i.ttee agre e d. t o put off conciderat:i.on o f these po1.nts . until i ts 
next ·w~etil!g . 

'Ihe pTopcs:i.l to n:ppoint t h e Chal rma n to· :reprP-sent,· th~ Co:r:rni ttee at the 
Security Council r.:<:;etinf.S in · Add~_ s Aliaba W3.:: me.de by Rafic ,Jouejuti (Syr:i.a ) 
an d supported by Fcrcy\.1oun Hoveyda ( Iran ) . The Coa,rrii ttee Secreta:ry > Thomas 
Tana l:c: , informed m::.;.:iiJ e1·s that the · ::ost of, the :proro ~nl ilould be $1, )00 • . 
'l'he p:r.opcsa l was thE:! n adopt ed >:i.thout obj c c".:;ion . 

( mor e ) 
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The Spcc.ial Comm.ittee on the Situation with :t~ega.rd .to the Dnpl~entatio::1 of 
the Declo.ration on t:1e (+raqt.L1g of Inc'.epenc.ence to C0lonial Countries ancl Peoples 
wa s est.abl:i.shed oy t~ie General Assembly in 1961 to stucly the application of the . 
Decl3.Te..t ion b.:1.d to· make sugc;estJ.ons o.nd recomn1endat ions on the proGress and extent 

·of its application. · 

Last y00.r the Assembly ar;ain reneweC:. tr~e Cormnittee 1 s mand.ate by adopting a 
resolutj_on ( 23'(8 ( ;~~CH ) 0f 20 December 1972.) in which, w:iong othzr things, it 
reque s<:.cd the · Committee to: 

-- Continue to seek suitable mear~s f::>r the inw1ediate ani f-:..tll implement?.tion 
of General Assdllbly resolutions on C:.ecolo!:ization in a11 '.L'err:'.tories which have 
not yet attained indc::pe11C.ence f.lnd , in particular, 11t,o :fo1·.muJ.ate spedfic 
p:·oposuls for · th3 elim:ina.tion of the remc.inin13 mi; .. ni:i:'estations of colonialism" 
and l~cport thereon to the Assco.bly in 1972; 

--"Make concrete suggestions whicl1 s.Gsi.st the Security Council in considering 
appropric:d:.e measures unde2· the C.harter 1·rl th regard to developments in colonial 
Terri tori es which are likely to tb.:reF..ten inte!'national pee.ce and security"; 

:...- 11 Uncl1~r-Gake a special study on the co:npliance of' Member Stat-::s ·i.rlth the 
Declaration and w~_th other relevant resolutions on the question of de=::olonization"; 

--"Intensify its cor:sider&.tion ·of' the s:nall Territo.ries and to x:eco:mnend to 
the Gen2::.~al Assembly steps to be taken to enable the population of those 
Territories to exercise their right ~o self-determination and independence"; 

--"take steps, in co:1sultation with the Organizatiqn of Africa:i Unity, · ta 
enable rep~esentati ves of ne.tional 15.be:r-ation moYE:ments in the colonial Territories 
in southern Africa to particip~'.te, whenever necessary, in· its .deliberations 
relating to th8se Territories"; 

~- Assist the Econc~'.i.c and Social Council in e. st1.icly of the activities of 
non-governm~ntal orc;ari.iL..:t:.ions in the fj.e::..d of decolonization, 'jbearing in mind 
.the need to enlist the s :.1:,~.rort a-:: non-c;ovcrnrnentcl organizations in the achieve­
ment of the o'.::>jecti w:,s of tl:e Declarc..tion". 

In its .rc:port t ·'.)t1-J.::; /.ss.':..-:.1.~-i·i_y }.esJ.:. year (do:::<l".':!Cnt A/81~23 and Adcl.1-8), which 
the Assembly e.:r•prove·:':. in ~ -::.s ;,·,.~~ .• 1 ·.~'.;ic t1 of 20 Decc.lber, the C:ol1ll1littee included a 
prograsn.:'lle of' ·,.,r0rk env:!. sa£;,;{~ for :s•72. 'l1hi's prog:;.~a.11llle 1rould have the Cammi ttee: 

-·- Continue to C.evo~ : ,~ · clou~ att.:ntion to t.he compJ.iance by M';mber St.ates 
with the Decle.:-ation on 6.acolo11~ :.aticn and other. resolutions on the question 
and sub:rd.t recon:mc:ndati.ons as to specific measu~es needed to e.~hieve the objectives 
of the Declaration; · 

(more) 
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Continue its stu:ly of mili t e.ry acti vi tics anc1 arrangements by colonial 
Powers which mic;ht be imper;.din.:; the implementation of the Declaration; 

-·- Recommend a deadl:i_ne "fo1· independence for each Territory wl:enever the 
Cormni ttez eonsi<Jers it p:::-CJper and app1·opr-iate to do so; 

-·- D:'..sp.;i.tch a group of representatives to the l:i.berated areas of certain 
colonial Territories in souU1c:cn Africa; 

Sen:l. a missio"1 to Niue a.11d the TokeJ.au Islands and participate in a 
mission of the TrusteesJ:1j_p Council t::i Papua, New Guinea; 

Contj,p.1,ie to seek full co-9pe1·a.tion of tt•.?-~C:\r._1j. n:i.stering Powere to enable 
it to send-~vi ~iting_ ia{s~i-~D-s.~t()· ~~fer;.~·~~r'.i"e_s_ in-·the Ce.r l bbeM, . Fa.c:tf:CC:-Ind.ie.n _, Oceari-"and .. P.f;rican areas; - . ..- - . . ..... - . .. ...... . __ ,, _____ .. ..... ·-· ·~- · ·----·····-• · . 

Continue its review of the activities envisaged by the Office of Public 
Inform2.t j_on in -;;he f:i.eld of decolonization; 

-- Consider holding a series of aeetings awe~/ fro~ Head.g_~a.:r.:t,er.l:i ._, 
• .:__.. -.-..,.__ , ... _. •• ~. -- .. .... . . •_..,. ........ - ., ..• ,. • • .,.; .,. ~ ·· r,r.'• ': ~.',Jc .... . ~. ,, ~ .. · - ;..••" ';"\ •- ,, ..... , ••••• . • • • "·"""" ~ '' ''-"":." ' • 'lo .., -- ·~'"''' ..::."- "' "'-'-· ... - <:. • 

Terri to~ies which the Comrai ttee O.eal t with last year were: Southern Hhodesi?., 
Nc;nibiaj Territories under Portusruese Administr.ation; Seychelles and St.Helena; 
Spanish Sahara; Gibraltar; French Some.UlanCI.; Oman; New Hebrides; Niue anc1 
Tol~elau Islands; .Gilbert and El.lice Islands; P::.tcairn and Solomon Islands; 
Americat: Samoa and Guam; Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands; Cocos (Keeling) 
Islands and Papua, Jliew Guinea; Antig"J.a, Dominica; Grenada, St. Kitts- Fevi s-Anguj.lla, 
St.Lucia and St. Vincent; UnHed States Virgin I~~n.d.s; Bahe.mas , Bermuda, British 
Virgin Islands , Cayman Islai1ci:~~·r,roi1."tse'rr-~t--arnCTurks e.nd Caicos Islands ; Falkland 
Islands (Malvinas); British Honduras. · 

Of these, Croan last year acceded to indcpendeni:!e and becaJne a .Member of the 
United Nations. 

The ConLni ttee, as originally established by the Assembly in 1961, had a 
~rnE~ts~~:P,.?_f 17. In 1962 its membersn5.p was enlarced to 24, and. it has ... b.een 
known ev2r since as the Specie.l Ccmm::.ttec of 24. 

In 2.969, .1i.ustralia withdrew from the Com.mi ttee; in ·1970 Honduras, Italy and 
Norway wi thdrev, and in 19Tl PoJ.ancl, the Un:j,:.l!_ed, .. ~Sta~~\3.., ?Jl9. . .:thE!. U!1i t._ed Kingdom 
followed. Ee.do.gas·car .. ;;irt,hd!'ev,..-·on:··7 Jan;.:lary. 1972 .. (c1ocur.ient - A/8655')"~ ·· ..... ·- --·~---·-· ·· 

(more) ·. 
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Chine., Czcthoclova!da o.nd I ndonesia joined tr.~ Co;·~.m~.t :·e::! 1)y decis~.on of 
the Assembly on 20 :Cece'.nber 1971. In the previous y0a1·

1 
.?J .. j l , 8'·.-c:d~n, e.nd 

· 'l'rinidad aml ~o0ago bec2me me::nbers. 

As a r\:)sul t o.f these chnnges , the I!leni'.)e:cshi;> new stMds at 22. They c.ro: 
. Af~1anista.11 , Bulga2~ia, C!,l:i.mt, Czecho9lovakia, F'.cl.l.aG.or , EtM.o~1a, }'i~ii, India, I 

Inuon2sj_a., Iran, I~,i, Ivory Coas·::; , Mall, Sierra Leor.e, Swea.en, S:tr5-a., .'l'rinid.a.d 
and. Tcl1n2;o , 'l'unisia , U9_§:3,; Ur>.ited Republic of Tanzc:.nia, Ve:1ezuela and Yui:;0sl57via. 

The · Con:,-nitt.e.: 1 
G r;1~aj_r:aa~1 last yea:r- was Gern>.211 Nava Car:rillo (Venezi..:.ela). 

When he left New York o~ an0ther assigrnerlt, Ra.fie Jouejati ( S:y-ria) became 
Acting Chairman. 

· I 
I 
I 
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