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GENERAL COMMI TTEE CONTINUES CONSIDER.'\.'.PIOH O? ASSEMBLY .AGENDA 

Cubm Item on Pul3:'to Rico Not 13.r:-.9.!!E.!l<:'Jlckd. .f£t. Inclt1.i::d.o!!, 

Th<:: Gene:ral Cammi ttee this morning reeornmended two more items f or 

inc~usion in the agenda of t he twenty-sixth session of the General Assembly, 

making a total of 96 so far . 

One ite.m on the draft agenda, as contained :i.n the Secretary-General's 

memorandum (document A/ BUR/177 and Corr .1) , was not recommend:-d for inclusion. 

That was i tem 104, entitled HThe colonial case of Puerto Rico 11
, which had been 

propcsed by Cuba . 

11.'he vote on i nscription of t hi s item was 5 in favou-..~ (Bulgaria, Hungary / , 
People's Democratic Republic of Ye!llen, Sforra Leone, USSR) t.o 10 against , 

with 8 abstentions (Burundi, Cyprus , Ireland, Jamaica," Niger ia, Peru, 

Venezuela, Zambia). 

The two items recommended for inclusion in the agenda were ite~ 102, 

"Proclamation 9f United Nations Day as an internat ional holiC.g_/' 1 and item 

103, "Scientific work on peace research". 

The Committee then began cons ideration of three items relating to Korea: 

Item 106, "Withdrawal of United States and all other foreign forces occupying 

South Korea under t:1e flag of the United Nationo"; item 107, "Dissolution 

of the United Nat.ions Commission for the Unification and Rehabilitation of 

Korea (UNCURK ) "; and item 108, "Question of Korea : report of UNCURK". 

The United Kingdom proposed that 'the three items be deferred until the 

1972 session of the Assembly. 

The General Committee will meet again at 3 p.m. today to continue 

consideration of the matter and then to go on with the remainder of the draft 

agenda end the allocation of items to plenary meetings of the Assembly and to 

the seven Main Committees. 
/ 

(A MORE DETAILED ACCOUNT OF' THE MEETING APPEARS IN TAKES ·1 .. 13 Oli' THIS !\ELEASE) 
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The Ger:.eral. Committee met this morning to contj.nue consideration of' the 

inclusion of itemi:; in the agenda of the twenty-sixth regular session of the 

General Assembly. · Consideration of this matter began yesterday, and the 

Committ~e. has so f a r recommended inclusion of 9~. items in the agenda (see 

Press Release GA/4!1-10 ) . 

11his morning's meeting was called to order by the President of the 

Assembly , ADAM MALIK (Indonesia ), at 10: 58 a,m. 

The Committee then resumed consideration of the Secretary-General's 

memorandum on the organization o~ the session, the adoption of the agenda and 

the allocation of items (document A/ BUR/177 and Corr.l). 

Inclusi on of item 102, "Proclamation of United Nations Day as an 

international holiday", as proposed by Zambia, was recommended w:i.thout 

objection. 

The incl 1sion of' item 103, "Sci entific work on peace research:r, as 

pro~osed. by Belgium , was also recommended. 

Next cs.me item 103, 11The colonial case of Puerto Rico", proposed by . Cuba . 

'l'he PRESIDENT said the representative of Cuoa had asked to speak. 

The Committee agreed to the request • . 

RICARDO ALARCON QUESADA (Cuba) said 103 years ago today the people of 

Pu.er~o Rico had ''proclaimed their first independent r epublic". Ever since 

, then, he said, the people had been ustruggling for complete emancipation". 

Cuba and Puerto Rico had together f ought Spanish domination, he .continued, 

and their two peoples ' had close ties • . 

He paid tribute to the Puerto Rican patriots wh_o had died for independence 

and those who were "incarcerated in metropolitan prisons" for their struggle . 

Mr. ALARCON QUESADA said the people of Puerto Rico ."until today are a 

people subject to colonial domination, denied .the right of self-determination 

a.nd sovereignty". 

The representative of Cuba said "Puerto Rico is and always will be a 

Latin AmericA.n n<'l.tion". Puerto Ricans a,nd all Latin Americans "must support 

and help Puerto Rico in its struggle for liberation", he decl ared. 

Puerto Rico was "a colonial terri~ory" and the memorandum submitted by 

Cuba. (document A/8li.4i) showed "this colonial relationship with the United 

States", he said. 
· ( E~lD Oli' 'l'N\E l) 
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Mr. ALARCON QUESADA (Cuba. ) went on to state that the "North American 

Government" had, exclusive j urisdi.ction for citizenship, f oreign at.fairs, de.fencE' , 

immigration and emigration, posts and . telegraphs, etc.j in Puerto Rico. 

He said the United States controlled completely the economy of the island. 

'"Puerto 'Rico is a va_st military complex", and 13 per cent of' ·the island comprised 

military bases "and two of these bases have nuclear weapons ", said the 

representative of Cuba. 

The United Nations Declaration on ending colonia.llsm applied to Puerto Rico, 

he continued. The United States had failed to implement it, however. Not even 

the United States 11or the colonial regime in the island" had asserted th~t 

Puerto Rico had achieved independence, he said. 

The United States Supreme Court had said "Puerto Rico belongs to, but is 

not a part of, the United States", declared Mr. ALARCON QUESADA. This was a 

succinct description of a colony. He said that, in United Nations language, the 

United States w'as 11 the administering Power" in Puerto Rico. 

The representative of Cuba said that the United Nations "has failed in its 

duty regarding Puerto Rico 11
• 

Since 1965, he said, Cuba had been asking that the case be considered either 

by the General Assembly or its Committee of 24 on the ending of colonialism. 

The 196l.J. non-aligned conf'erence in C~iro, continued Mr. ALARCON QUESADA, 

had issued a communique .by 49 Heads of State and Government ·, calling :ror United 

- Nations consicieration of the case of Puerto Rico. 

The people of Puerto Rico, he declared, 11will win their . own struggle for 

independence with the support of the world's revolutionary people". The problem 

for the Unitec Nati~ns was to apply the principles of anti-colonialism equally 

to all cases, inclu1ing "colonies of' the United States", he stated. 

I·t w-as t:'1e duty of the United Nations to inscribe the Cuban item on the 

Assemb1_y 8.(/'".l :~R, he added. Tens of thousands of Puerto Ricans , he said, had 

demonst:;:·nt E:d. .:.-n 12 r:eptem~er against "Yankee imperialism" and the meeting of 

· United Sta:t'ts Govcrnvrs in Puerto Rico. 

(END OF TAKE 2) 
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GEORG~ Bl!SH (United States ) said the United States delegation "vigor0 .sly 

o;:iposed" consid.ere.t:l.on of this it·ein at this or any otber seo;sion o:f the ,, 

General Assembly. 

~:he United States had foJ.lovred the practice of riot o'b~ecti::-ig to the 

b.clusion of i terr.s even when it did not f'avo'U' t h em, a s bad happened j_n the 

ca se of one item yesterday, he sa:td , However , the United States could not , 

in good corn;cience, f ollow tr.at practice with regard to thi s 11 f r i vo:Lous11 i te:m. 

T.he Cuba..'1. i tem , he went on , :WA.s " self- serving and mischi evous 11 and would · 

diver t t he time of the delegates· here fro;~ serious business. 

'I'he peopl e of' Puerto Rico had. exercised J-:.heir right of s elf-determination 

in 1952, he said, i n a. free pl ebisc i te -- a concept which unfortunately was 

al ien to the Cuba of t oday. The people of Puerto Ri co had affi r med the 

existi ng relat ions w~th the United States , and had the i r · own constitution. 

Adherents of t }1.e other vi ew had won less t han 3 per cent of t he vote . 

H::? urged Cuba to withdraw t he item or, . if it did not, t he General Committ ee 

to rej ect it. 

YAKOV A • . MALIK (Soviet Union) said t hat, in the pa st, the United States 

had not obj ected to inscript i-0n of any item on the agenda . The United States 

liked to stress this, he added, and it would therefore be more appropriate if 

it did not oppose the Cuban item. 

The .Soviet Union suppor ted i nscrJption of the item, sa id Mr. MALIK. 

MILKO TARABANOV (Bulgar ia) noted t hat t he represent ati ve of Cuba had said 

that t h e non-aligned States had urged in t he Cairo Declaration tha t the 

United Nation s debate the col onlal case of Puerto Rico. 

It mi ght be interest l ng for the ·United Nations and the people o:f Puerto 
I 

Rico to have such a deoate and see what the views today were on this recurring 

problem, he said. 

Neither the United Nationq nor the people ?f Puerto Rico would haYe 

anything to lose by it. 

He supported inscription of t he item. 

(END OF TAKE 3) 
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JOSE _ LUIS MOLINA (Costa Rica) said he would not vote for inscription of 

the item. In his opinion 11 the people of Puerto Rico have exercised their 

right to self-determination. " 

KAROLY SZARICA (Hungary) said the Cuban de legarion has p rovide d ample 

reas ons for the tnclusicn of this item in the agenda. 

This matter had been discussed before in the United Nations "without 

a satisfactory solution", he said. It was "a clear colonia l issuetr. The 

statements of the Puerto Rican pro-independence movement showed "the oppress:l.ve 

acts of the colonialists e.gainst the people of Puerto Ricotr. 

The argument of t he United States that this was an internal issue could 

not be accepted, he said. H.e urged inscription of the item. 

Mr. ALA~CON QUESADA (Cuba) noted that the representative of the United 

States had described the Cuban item as "fr ivolous". What might be "frivo+ous", 

he commented, was the United States statement. But that, he added, would be 

a "generous d.escription11
• 

He said there had been the shedding of much blood by the Puerto Ricans 

to this very day. Despite "the imperialist arrogance of Mr . Bush'.' he said 

the :fact was that the people of Puerto Rico were denied their rights. 

If the United .States position was so .clear and th.e people of Puerto Rico 

had exercised their right to self-determination, he said, the General Committee 

should ask why the United States so fea red discussion that it was breaking 

a ']?Olicy of two decades in opposing inscription of an item. 

The argument that there .was interference in domestic aifairs, said 

Mr. ALARCON QUESADA, ·made "the United States position identical with that of 

Portugal and South Africa". He said that was also a correct position since 

the relationship between the United States and I'u.erto Rico 1ias the ·same as that 

between Portugal and its colonies or between South Africa and Namibia. 

(END OF TAKE 4) 
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The so-called "plebis cite" in Puerto ·Rico, continued the representative of 

Cuba , had been· unde~:caken under United States military occupation and wi°th 

"ferocious suppression of Puerto Rican patriots". Mr. Bu3h Y.neiv, said 

Mr. AIAHCON. QUESADA , it was false to say the people of Puerto Rico had exercised 

the right of self-determinc-.tion. Separation from the United States or i ndependence 

had not been a .choice in the vote. 

Mr. AMR.CON Q,UESADA went on to say that Puerto Ricans did not have equal 

rights vis-a-vis Uni~ed .St.ates citizens. 

The reiolnt ion by which the Unit ed States ceased to send information on Puerto 

Rico to the United Nations had been adopted before the United Nations had defined 

colonialism in the 1960 Declaration, he said •. In any case, he said, the resolu­

tion in question had been adopted while colonialism still held sway in the world, 

and before so mo.ny independent States, whic'h knew what colonial ism was, had 

joined the. Orgar.ization. 

ABDUL MALEK ISMAIL (People's Der.iocratic Republic of Yeme n) said his delega­

tion regarded inscription __ <;>f this item as '·'vita l and important 11
• 

It was impossible to belie~e that there was no "problem" of Puerto Rico, 

he said. -- It was a problem "of colonial nature 11 
• 

. Mxs. HELVI SIPIIA (Finland) said her delegation oppos~d inscription of the 

item on grovnds that it did not fall within the competence of the United Nations. 

KEITH JOHNSON (Jamaica) said that as Chairman of the Fourth Coronittee he 

should abstain on the vote, and would so do. ,· 

COR.t"'IBLIUS C. CREMIN (Ireland) said the Assembly should be allowed freely 

to discuss any question consistent with the Charter. He said 'he could not 

accept the argument that Article 2 (7) applied in this case. 

However, he said the item was proposed in a · tendentious manner and he would 

therefore abstain in the vote. 

(END OF TAKE 5)· 
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The PRESIDE°t'."T said the Com..111i ttee would now vote on the inclus ion of' 

item 104. ,, 

It was r ej 2cted by a vote of 5 in favour (Bulgaria, Hungary, People 's 

Democratic Republi c qf Yemen, Sierra Leone, USSR) to 10 ·against , with 

8 abst~ntions (Buru:-.. d i, Cyprus, Ireland, J amaica, Nigeria, Peru, Zenezuela, 

Zemb i a ). 

K..'>.MAIJ J.v:USTAFA (Si..:.dan ) said his delegation had not been present when the vote 

was t aken and wanted to put on record its view that ·the Cuban delegation had 

presented a valid case . His delegat ion had favoured inscription of the item. 

VERNON J OHNSON MWAANGA (Z,ambia) said hj_s Government was now reviewing its 

policy on Pt:erto Rico • 

. He had abFtained in the vote because he had not received instructions from 

his Go~erL~ent, and since the policy r eview was .still underway, he could not vote 

one way or the other. This abstention did not prejudge his Government's final 

star.d on the matter. 

He added that his delegation's sympathy for colonial peoples was well known. 

He was certain the representative of Cuba knew "where our sympathies lie". 

NARCISO REYES (Philippines) said .his delegation's vote had not been a vote 

against the right of peoples to self-determination. 

His country, which had been a colony for nearly 400 years, . always supported 

the right of peoples to self-determination. It had made its own choice for 

indepencl.ence. 

The people of' Puerto Rico, given the oppotunity to exercise the same right, 

had made .their choice and done so t hrough free elections, he said. So long as 

their choice stood, his delegation had to respect it. Until the people of 

Puerto Rico r evised that choice, it would be premature for the General Assembly 

to consider such an item, he said. 

(END OF TAKE 6) 
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ANDRES .AGUILAR (Venezuela ) said he had abstained because the General Assembly 

was competent to discuss items of the kind in question. He recalled t hat his 

country ha d a'bstained on the resolution by which the United States ceased to 

send inf ormation on Puerto Rico to the Unit ed Nations. However, the title of 

the Cuba n item prejudged the issue_, said Mr. AGUILAR. 

ZENON ROSSIDES (Cyprus ) said be had abstained, not because the matter 

was within the domestic jurisdiction of the Unit ed States, but because the 

title of the item prejudged the issue. The item i gnored some evidence that 

the situation in Puerto Rico existed with the will of its people, he said. 

This did not mean that his delegation would oppose discussion under a 

more neutral title, he added . 

JACQUES KOSCIUSKO-MORIZET (France) said he had no doubt of the capacity 

of the United States to guide the people of Puerto Rico in accord ance with thej.r 

free wishes. The item, in his view, · was "pointless" and he had voted against 

it. 

ISMAEL. B. TAYIDR-KAMARA (Sierra Leone) said be had voted for. inscription 

because the views of 20 yea rs ago might not be the views of the people of 

Puerto Rico today. Having lived under colonialism, he said, he thought it 

was time that the decision was looked into again, because the ' views of one 

gen~ration might not be the same as another. 

He said even if only a minority was concerned their views should be heard 

by the General Assembly, otherwise the Assembly would be encouraging conditions 

of instability. 

'.I'he PRESIDENT said item 105 had already been dealt with. This was the oo.e 

entitled "The representation of China in the United Nations", recommended 

yesterday for inclusion in the agenda. 

(END OF TAKE 7) 
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