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STUDY OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION SERVICES IN THE AMERICAN REPU'BLICS 

MEETING A.T SAN JUAN, PUERTO RICO, DECEMBER 19$4 

Public inistra~ion Cl.earing House has been asked by the Inter- erioan 
Economic and Social Council to make a stuqy of t chnicnl services in the field 
of public administration in L tin America . The qu stion is whether there is 
available in the region - either from within the countries of th r gion or 
from sui't ble outside source - an adequate supply of trained technioi ns, 
expert advisers, training facilities, technical liter ture, and other pro­
fessional resouroes in th administrative field. If there are deficiencies 
in the 8uppl.y of such serVicea, recommendations are to be submitted a to bow 
the deficiencies might b remedied. 

As a i;art of its study, the Clearing House is seeking information in the 
special field or municipal governmQnt concerning the need for such technical 
servi.c s and the 1nstitut1ms and cha.rm ls through which an increased suppl;r 
of such services might now. It is for this purpos~ that the Cl.earing House 
wishe to consult group of the well- inform d persons aos mbled at the V Inter­
.American Congress of Mun~cipalitiea . 

It is hoped that two speots of this proble can be discussed; (1) needs 
"o .. technical services to municip liti a and (2) needs of national governments 
for t chnioal aid and services concerning their dministrat ive relations with 
municipalities and other loc l government units . As background for this 
discussion we are glad to heve the benefit of a paper by Dr. Carlos M. Monn, 
Secretary-General of the Inter-American Municipal. Organization. 

The following points are sugge ted for discussioni 

1. Do municipalities in Latin America now have availabl an dequ te 
supply of technical services in the ini trative field? 

t 

2 . If not,, in which ar s of municipal activity are additional technical 
s rvices moat urgently n ed d? 

J. From what source do mlinicipalities now receive Buch services? 

4. What obstacles now impede the !'low of services for these sources? 

$. If the suppl;r of technical admh1istrativ services to municipalities 
is to be substantially incre sed, wh t would be the most desirable sources? 
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6. te~ving aside the question of how authority, functions, and pu.blic 
~evenu.~ should be divided between municipalities, states, and central 

over ents, is it not true that there is an increasing number of governmental 
activities in which all levels of government nave some concern? Are not the 
relations between the levels of government - whether they are characterized 

cooperation, delegation, or supervision - bec0ming increasingly complex, 
hus greatly burdening both the central governments and the municipalities? 

1. Are the administrative problems arising out of the relations between 
the central governments and other levels of goverrunent of such a character, 
and of sufficient similarity in the various countries of Latin America, that 
they lend thems~lvea to impartial technical analysis and disc;.us~ion? 

8. Would it be desirable to have an increased exchange of information, 
and poss~bly other forms of technical cooperation~ between Latin American 
countries concerning improved methods of organiz1ng the relations between 
central governments and states,provinees, departments, and municipalities? 

9. Would both municipal governments and national governments be interested 
in_ such a program? How might uch a program be organized and financed? 

10. What are some of the specific administrative problems between the 
various levels .of government on which technical interchange might be profitable? 
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