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CONST!lUIION OF THE UNIVERSITY OF 
Hf.S$ACHliSETTS FACULTY :SENATE 

.. . , ~~..!!!!!.·. '!:he T1Aille of this organization shall b..e the University of l 

i•ia&3a.chu~~tts F~.1.culty 'lenate 1• her.eafte:c referred to in this document as the ?. 
fa 

3 

2. gur;io~. ~:he Scne.te shall hE oi:g~ni.zed to discuss and recommend 4 

po:.icies affP..cting the University as a whole, in accordance with the provisions j 

·:)f Articlf' 7 1.if thu Constitution. The Senate shall also strive to promote 6 

F«•.-culty par!::icjf>·'Hion in. developing policies and procedures within the various 7 

:: • .1llcges, schools, dl•Jisicns, and departments of the University • . The adoption 8 

of this ConYtittition by the Faculty and its approval by the Board of Trustees 9 

&h<t l ! be cor.ci.ue.i::ed an o:cganh .. ational act by the Faculty for the p·.Jrpose of 10 

d e.'. ~g : ting· the st.1 .. dy of i:1uc1) pol'.i..cies and procedures to a smaller representa- 11 

t j ve gro ~p called tl1e Senate , Election of the Senate shall as an ac t dissolve 12 

the for-ne::- Educatio·nal Polici.es Council o f the University. 13 

Che Senate derives. i t s po~ers from Articl e IX > ? Br agraph 3, 14 

l r1.ici e Xt, paragraph l, and Al: ticl e XII of the By- la\ls of the Do<lrd of 

TruRL~cs; the ~ e arti t les di r ec t the President and hi~ es ociate8 of the 

lS 

r 
! 0 

F.'.1<·1..:i. ty t o ~q~an i•:e and susgest az:; areas for cons i der· ion by th 'Fa culty as I 
' 

1- 1jy "all _nno r t~nt .~ett~rs of the un!.veri;ity •• ; ••• iL!'; research, in- l 

n_.uc~ion, end wel f1ce ~nd di3cipl1ne of the students', The Senate shall 19 

h~- e r;~. h P•' \.JC:TS as ::-ay h~t'ca.fter b(! eleca.ted to it by the Soard of Trustees. 20 

Tl _e e phn.1 als~ la~P pot:e: to e~act: amend, or r p al by ~w for i 21 

t ... i·n.11. fi.mc t ')TI 1 ng • 2 

'r ( ) fh fcllcw1ng o fici 1 B o t 1:1 l 

1 L, c. · o memb rs ,f: th !:iF.nt t · : f 

,.. 
o~.n rf t e ~cJ ( :e ~ ~~ 

_o.f er.a l r•f H m 6, 
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Ar~1: .1. .. 1ic'.!:ra':i·;m, De:..:tn o f the Sc hool of Education, Dean oi..' the School of 

E:•e:;ineer-ing, Dean of rhe School of N~iqdng, Director 0f the Divie ion 0f 2 

Phy~ic.r. 1 Ed'Jcation, Ss-cr~tory, Treasurer, Librarian, Dean of :Ien, Or:an o .". J 

iJcm~n, Ri'.g1.Jtr~. r, and Ah;moi Secretary . 

(ii) AH other mernbe:rs of ':he Senate shall be elected. 'Elections shall 5 

be hdd in. sccotd.ancE'. with Article 5 below~ .and with the pertinent $ections 0 

of the By-laws of the Senate. 

(c) Only qualified voters~ as defined in Article S below, who will have 

hac nt least on~ academic year of service to the University at the time of 

asl!J'i.nnlng membership · shall be eligible for membership in the Senate, excep-: :.n 

th~ case of ne·wJ.y created colleges, schools, divisions, or departments, aei 

provided in th-a By-laws of the Senate, and except for neHly assigned pro-

fes£ors of Military 3cience and Tactics and Air Science. 

10 

.. ? 
l.~ 

12 

(d) The 6oruw.l term< f membership shall be three years. Houevcr, in 14 

the first electiont one-th ird of the tmmbership shall be elected for one ys . .9.?:, . 
, -;.) 

one.:thi.rd for two ~1ears, and one-third .for three years. No elected member 16 

sha U succaed tirasel f; after c.n interval of one year a 1nember of the Fa.::ul :.:y 17 

again becomes eligible for election. The first election shall be held before 1: 

the cloa e of the a cadgmic year 1956-57; subsequent regular elections sh~ll be l9 

held durin;;; the mo:.ith. of Se?:>t~mber . 20 

(e) An el8cted roe;nber o f the Senate 11ho resigns from tbe Faculty or is i.l 

n le:avr: o f fi.hsenc..E' f,'.)rfeits · h ... s membership in the Senate permanently froiri 

!.:1"e effect.ive d.3t2 of ~uch resi.gnation or temporar ly during the term o f 

such leave of e.bsence, thus creating ci ~acancy in the Senate. ") ' •. q 

(f; Ey-elections Bh.::ill he held uithin one month <tfter the begjnnin!', <::. r 

t.g ) The :-a~.:..o of ::'lect.ccl rnembe1 to ~ officio 1eti't ers shall exc• 7 

.ue ratio of 2 to :. 
, 
( 



t l ec Li.t.11 ? .1:oi::~dur.e: _ ... ____ ..._. .,,, _____ tao.>_ <ar Regul~r dections and by- e lect i ons . of 
/ 

~etu•te mewber ;ihal! aJ.waya~ be condu .: t~1d by secret ballot. 

(b } AU f1l1P.lifie~ voter s shall have aR op?ortuJ'li-ty to vote in every 

~egt1 1 ar elecU.on or by-el~~t!.011. ' A. qua'lifie? voter is any full-time Facult:y 

a!<'.tl".b ,?t who is no t in his t i r ,st r~gular sel11estec of serv i ce to t he Un iversity 

a l'l.d \lho i:3 noc on l ec.v~ of abst!nce . 

'c) The By-lawJ may pr escribe procedures for mak i ng · nomina t i ons and hold-

ing e l ections con1i$tent with the pr ovis ions of t h i s ar tic l ~ . 

. 0 . l:'~I.!S:.E.~· ( 3 ) The Senate s hall hold at ltas t _one r egular meeting 

eacr. Tllont:1 r'ud1:~ the academk yeat·, b eginning i n Oc tober and end 1.ng in May . 

(b ) Sp ec i s.l meetin.;Q m~iy be ht!ld when appropriate and may be called in 

''lil e 0[ f.~e foU r»JJing w;;.ys: {l) T'!le Pres i dent of the Un iversity may call :i. 

Sf.€.dt.L meeting; (4:.) tH~".lty peL"c ent of the member ship of t h e Sena te, by 

rct:it lOrt to the P-c:esident oi.: t!-.e Senate, may call a sp ec i al meet i ng; (3) ten 

p~·tr:cnt of th2 1.-e mL ·.r s h i p o f the Facu lty may, by pe t: itlon to the President 

of c~e S ena~c, ~al l a spetial meeting. 

le) 1'.hP. ;;r.~Gident cf t:he Llniversity ahal:t be President of the Senate 

nd sbai:.. norir.aU~ preside at its me_:tfo3s; f.n the a "tmce of the PreGident, 

f if the Preoident SG deeir~s, the Pr0vDst shall presid ; ln thE cb ence f 

bo~h t~:~ l'resid"n-;: t~,d the Provost, . the ccretary or ct'ne ;,ecr · y of tne 
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Se at' ah .• l •·a :; t:he r eP.tine, .. o orqP.r and co.id ct the e •c ti n c.irary 21 
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of t.he St-.nate: U to be a bl!ient .from a regular or special meeting o f the 

Senat2 1 '1e shall delegate a member of the Senate to carry ou~ his dut:I ea 

clur.ing his absence. 

(rr Tb.e SP.nate 8h~ll rcquir.e regular reports from its standing com~ 

mittees and sr~ecid -reyorts from its ·~ hoc couxnittees, if any. It eha: :i. 

e.lso re~(>iV ·e, · o~ reques t: , reports from the committees of the Faculty . 

·7. ~ej._a tio~~ _?.mong Trui;tees....1. President, Senate, and Facul ty. 

(a) The Board .o f tr~s tee s is the f i nal au t hor ity on all policies. 

(h) · The Sena t e shall be l.onsult e d on ma tters pe rtaining t o educationa l 

'. po_ 1.CY. 

(c) The ~r esident of the University may ask the Senate to reconsider 

it n actions. 

'1 
~. 
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(d) Arty acti:Jn of t.he Senate t hat requires· a pproval by the Bead of 13 

Tru s t~es shall be fc.r.warded to the Board of Trustees _by t he Pres ident o f che ! l,. 

University with ·h is corrment thereon, unless the Senate, upon r econsidera t i on ) 5 

e ~ specif i ed in (c ) above , rescinds its a c tions. 16 

( .e) The- Faculty may overrule an ac t ion of the Senate by a major i ty l7 

·Vot e of the Facu l t·y members present and voting n t any general Fac ul t ; meet.1.ng. l G 

(f) 'Ihe Fresid ~ri t o f the Un i versity appoints all cormnittees of the l9 

UniverG i t y · Faculty. At lcRs t one eler ted member of th e Senat e s ha l l be a 2~ 

mP.rrb e r o f ea ch c on'tlli tt c e •)f ::he University Faculty. Thes e commi tte e·~ rcp i:rl ..'.. .. 

~.o the Pr esident of -the Universi Ly and shall renort to the Senate on requ e8 t . 22 

[>.. forl!ld tt ees ot ~ Se:-t<ite. (ai The Senate shall "stablish s u ch 

standing cornni t te-=s of the Se':'late as the By·lil.ws c;ii ect, and may cr~atc nddi- -V 

(b) The President of tho Sen-:te shall appoint all members 0f all 

-
cc;,ltllit:teer. 0£ tee "enate, ;;ubj ct to ratification by the Sen te. 27 

c rn tr .1 the 
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l 

no !'111.c:1lj· · C. :J1t.e fr:o&I; with i n the Senat e , bu t may on occasion be c omprised o( 2 

pl!' l. ':lt1n·:. i:tom wi d•o•J\: the 3enate ~ incl•.1ding students a n d alumni. 
. . ~ 

3 

9. ~.ti t .:t!.£~! . .! _Amendmen t" Pr ocedure. This Co n s titution may be 

aoop lAd by a TTJa j ority vcte of those present and vot i ng at a general Faculty - 5 

meet i ng; it rn.a ~1 be a mended by a majority vote of those presen t and voting at 6 

a ger-. i;.ra.1 Faculty 1oeet i ng ~ provided that the proposed amendment has been -, 

pr es.euted at: a px-cviou s Faculty meeting. An acti on t o adop t 0 1· amend this 

~onatLtucion j g effec t iv~ only after it has been approved by th e Boa r d o f 

r rus tee':I . 

Sugge~ted lW-J.hl.~ OF TrlE UNIVERS I T'I FACULTY · SEHATE . 

J.. By- laws of t h e Sena t e rr.ay be adop t e d, amen·ded , or repea led by a 

,, 
IJ 

10 

11 

lL 

three- f i fths vote o f those pres ent at a regular or sp ecial weeting of t he 13 

Senat£ or by a rrajori t y vo te ~f those present at a regula r or &pecial mee t ing l ~ 

6 :.. the Fac t1l ty, provided tha t t:h e _proposed change h~s be en presented at a l .) 

p rev,_ous meeti.ng. 'l'he vo t e shall be by •:fl·itten ba llot. 

2. i. ;eeting ~ •.)f the Sena[e shall be CC'lnduct ed in parliamentary pro- I 7 
~' 

c "! du.o:c ; n accor..:i anc e with Robert's F.ul es of Order (P..evised Edit ion). 

3. The s~cretary of the Senate shall be e lec ted al the l as t regular -19 

!r .ec. t~ : . i:; ( [ ~r e S.enate du r l ng .m a c a demic year an d shal l ·.iSSumc th ~ duties of 1.. 0 

hi s of i ic~ n t th~ c oncl u s ion of th~ t meeting . :: i 

-~\. Ar a genJ a t or each regular meet i ng of the Senate sha 1.1 b~ rcade up 22 

n f .il 1 i:c:ns subrnl. t tP.d tn the Secretary and shall be se ,tt tc· each r:1e::.be:r of 2 J 

·• ' Fac..1lt y at l east fiyE> <;crrking days prier to the nee ing . The agenda . f o r !. t . 

.:!•'"'b SJh!t:: - <L f.1·"'-e':fng ~-!w11 b e sent to the F ac1 l t y at l r .'.'!S •: cuo •.· orking dc.y ~ 2~ 

a S" t a e ent cf t . '- uth r i ty by hie!; 

t i- ~pec ,_a l 1.1 1::~t ·nr -1an ca : lc>d. Sc 1w t:ots havi t.> ·ne ! bu ir : s 0 b ~ placed 21 
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rll: i. e::<;. b t s ever! woi:·king day~ heiore the date· of the meeting, bu t add iti.'.m:al 

.1eh· ·;.;usine!'.!I no c on the: agenda may be brought up from the floor afte.r that 'I. 

D!' 1. he c.gen.d~, vt: prio~ to it by a maj3 rity vot~ of the S.enate. J 

5. Th~ sta.mling colillilittees of the Senate shall include a Coir.mittee ,;;-n 

Elc,ct i.oni; .:.nd such· other committees as the Senate deems necessary for ita 

operation. Vacai:?.c:l.es on standing committees sh.all be filled by appoiritme.nt 0 

d•:,r ing the ffrst thirty :.3.ll':!ndar days of each semester, or \Ti thin a month oi 

Uieir occ1.tr.rence. Appointments shall expire ~v ith the member's term of office. 

~- f the met'lbt:r 'ls .1 senator, or one year from the date of his appointment, if \J 

he is n0t a ~enator . 10 

G. The Con:nnittee on Elections shall conduct regular elections in u 

Sept 1~n,ber and by-electfons during t he fi r st twenty-one days of each regulru 12 

gemescer for those di&tricts in which vacancies are to be filled. Elections 13 

sie ll be hel d independently in the sev eral election districts, but the · l ~ 

.~: cmmitt:':!e on Elections must approve the nomination and elect ion procedures l5 

i n e:c. c;h :h s 1:t'ic t: . nie Committee on Elect i ons shall al so recommend chang<~s 16 

i n election ~istricts to the Senat e for a pp roval, ~s necessa ry , to conf orm 17 

witil the f oll tming pr i nciples : ( a ) each coll ege, school , or divis ion , th~ 13 

dern:r t mentt:i of Air Science a nd !lil itary Scienc:e, and the members of tr.e pro:- 19 

f.enui or,al 0t a f f. above g r a de 12 who are not assigned to any department s hc. 11. ~ O 

o::onEotitute 0~1e or more elec tion districts; (b) one of the abov~ units 21 

\'l'h:ch cont!'lins more t han 100 qualified voters may be subdivided into election 22 

d.lau·icts~ each of "'hich should contain ·at least 40 qualicied voters: 23 

(:.; e;ich dep:n·trnent shall be entirely oithin one election district, and ce- 2ti 

. 

;. 1-t: .. . en'::~ or other subdivisions ahould oe grouped in a reas~nable manner. 2'.> 

7. The number of members to be .elected to ~lie Senate front e!ich di&trict 26 

st.all be t:ha ne-1rest "'hole number to 1/25 the number -of f 11 time professional n 

~~ ~ .. •·tons a: O'\r€ grade l~ al lotted to tlia·t distri t, lu 1/200 tie number of 2U 
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1~J~~ ~tuaent enr o l lment io t ha t dis trict. Both figures are to be ba s ed on 1 

oft! ~.rnl .s tdti.:Jtica cf the preceding year. The election of members s·hall bt? 2 

r: :!r: ,2rmi r1t!d "ly majority vote \·1here one metilber is to be elected from a distrtec 3 

aud by tsnk plurality of vote1:1 cast where more than one member is to be 4 

e bcte.d from a dhtri.ct. !n view of the fact that the Divis ion of hilitary 5 

Scien~ e ha~ no full time ~ officio representative, they shall elect one ~ 

membe·:.-- from eac.h branch of Mi litary Service represented at the University of 7 

8 . Elected candid.atE:s shall assume membership immediately upon thdr ~ 

e.:..l~c t icm. - 10 

9. Uhen & new c:J ll ege or school is created, the dean shall be an~ lI 

£.H :::..£1:i! m~mber of th~ Sanate. Durine the first two years after the creation Li 

c. f a coll ege , s chool , d i vision, or department, all members of the Faculty in 

th:it c:1l1 E!ge , s chool, division, or department shall be qualified voters, 

.-1'.thou t i:eganl to t he per.iod of t heir prior service to the University, and 

s!;al ~- be elig ib l e f or membership i n th e Sena t e. 

15 

, ' ... t> 
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