
In a colony, th primary h n valu at stak 1 th 

valu of coll ctiv fr edom · To ass rt th t v lu , to k 

a oci ty, cultur 
' 

political order, conform to ·wh t a 

p opl 1 or nt ~r ch ri h. nd not to th _ ictat of a 

r ote pow r , i th ulti t t k 0 on t tho ht n I 

politic l ction. It is th ev r pr .nt ch 11 ng to th 

int 11 ctu l cla- • It 1 it r t ~ in c p bl dil • • 
to or not to b • . 

Thi 1 1 , th qu tion of " t t -in 

or in t rld , r v r , th onu o c 

l ni 11 h to • 
To criti i 

f ou ht nd de 

int ll ot 1 pol.tic 1 1 rs o 

Pu rto ico h r pr cc pi .with th qu tion 

of st tu , i t ount to criticizin th b c us 

t ir cone rn 1th th v u of fr o • In 1940, an 

1 ction n in rto Rico by p rty ich 1 t d 

th t, the pol ic l tat s ' " 

d vot dly nd p s10 · t ly c 

ta tu ecdn .ic fre d , o 

not t i su • But it 

th th n d for a 

lf-~ spect -.a. 

the nee n tion or th olu ion o th politic l 

" · t tus"• It i n t r 1 t th u· tion o t tu to 

a politic 1 li b • It or a n w oci l nd econ ic 

ord r and proc 

achi v to fin 

.. 
d·; th n, with th r _ l a of n r i s s 

r bl , 1 in tiv olution to th 
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~obl of collectiv fra do • 

And thia du to a oon iderabl degr e to a heritage 

or an int ll ctual tru gle with the st tu questi~n. Th 

truggle b an in th early Nin t enth C ntury with th 

pol onio in as~ n of Sp in' nd th e r . nee of th 

·"o bil o" ov nt in Latin 

d pend no r 11 or the f o 

rica which 1 d to the in­

ith th exc tion 

rto Rio n "cabildo a th of Cub . nd 

"cabildo " 

or r dr 0 

rto co. Th 

Wh r in th contin nt 

ri va oe to th nti-

t th ir petition 

pol onic Junta in 

Spain in tron • ·1n ivoc l lan • y sent to th 

Spani h Cort ' a vision an n r::> , an Power,. 

ho w l ct Vic d nt or Sp in'a fir t o ern 

constituti nal body. 

n w r P.l y a 1 tin i ole in l yin t 

foundation f o o itical and c rm in rto 

Rico. But tr ry t • Boor tin' c nt ntion. r r 1 

th narro r political thi in • l 0 th 

stru gl or .r fo in Pu rto Rico Within t e w1 

work o th n r refo· of th whol . pi .. • H 

an impa 1 r qu 11ty Qf sent tion b 

Sp ni n • th 

rul 0 the Vic r and C ptain G ner l in t s .1 h 

Xndi 
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Tim and a ain b · pl d for r conciliation b t n 

Spain and the r volutionary factions un er a lib rai, 

tol rant co titution. d h ls~ - pro-

"L t u ine .. he i in a r arkable p ch 

on .J nu · ey 11, 1811, b ror the C rt pu l ie· ' .. t irit 

0 our eria broth r • L t u t dy th ir just d 1r 
' 

and r v nt 0 q enc a , ich y l e 

d • A n ti on l r pr ntativ ' 1 ct by. my 

citiz ns ,. I ul not b u d 

not 1 y b r j ty it t-

r honor an n cienc di t t 0 acify th v 

ich· ha lr dy tart in re t r 1 or th rld 

and th t p i i d thro h th only h y n t Your 

j t c l ploy. th r 11 t bliah d in 
. 

olo r on t n v r union , fr t niit . an concor on 

th .hil r ft 1 gr tr il .• (1 

It thr uh th ' effort of n hi Sp ni h 

in th ort 

tut1 n o 1 12 -t to · o 

XI th C nt y 1 11 bli h t 

or ri t b t n Sp in d h r ov r • 
Con 

gri v nc 

~hund r , 

tin 

t o l t to s ttl t ol 

rican, in a turmoil or bl · d n 

lly s p rat d it l fr Sp in. ut men · 

ti­

t 

11k Powe h pro d th ir .orth _in S in and had kindl d 



,· 

th pirit or 
It is 

Pu rto Ric o to 

and lib r lis in Cub and PU rto Rico. 

• Boor ti~ did not £in th time in 

bout their contribution to Sp nish 

con titutional thi kin ••• 

The pri1cipl of equality of ri ht bet een ' Sp in nd 
' 

h · r r~mainin ro inces , to a con 1 r ble d gre , th 

r 11 in cry lib rali m in th 1 l o b a pro inc 

of Sp in, thin o stituti l mo r hy, th th ' 
.1 

rl hts and privil th de id ration 

Pu rt Rican lib r 1 in 1 12. Th dr m failed b c u e 

o th r m rgi p nish r ctlon. D potic gov rnm nt 
: 

r turn d n With it r n wal of t i ht or di ni 1 d 

coll ctiv tt • 

It l n and str no s fi-ht , for Spani h military 

p~ r as stron 

or th n half 

nd w 11- ntr nched in both 1 lan • After 

' ny lr ady thou h 

0 pa tion. hi s p rticularly t 

1 land or Cub • . It r ound om echo n Pu rto Rico , 

e p cially on int 11 ct 1 lik n t rio B t nc 

nd 'U nio r r ! to Th r to 

rt ic ion in th s c nd hal or th 

c ht r , h w v r , 1 no n rro it down to a r action 1 

i SU ' . Boor ' up rfici _l th i uld 1 pl ~ 

Bet nc s , th r iv nt ·or Ct.bm ind p n enc in 

P ri 1 tho ht , lik H to , i te of n Antill n co -
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r c nit of 1 1 t hi r 0 

lie d lib tit 
·' 
ion • Ho tos 

f I t 

Jn ), th T nti th 

t i 

t t ic i ob bilit will z th 

i nt n t"on l u· P t t • 11 th nc 

r p h r t 

t h fruit ul ri 0 rat on; i by b ldin 

h 0 r ti ' 
f · r South ric n 

t t 0 or th 

h l cont· r i i y p ro h d plo 

tic ch nn 1 0 iti l , i nd oci l 

1 tion b t of r OU l .I. 

• t i l h t 0 hi 

c tury ill th il in O..i. thi i t rn t · l Am e n . 

te . tt(2) 

H c rr""' l or r c Of h Or niz tio 

t t , lt 0 t Ind· n 

Conf r t n nd OU h r t till b lon 

a unc rta • 

(1) Bu c r n el Bo o L ctur , 71. 

(.2) Ho to "Tr t o d o 1olo • n 
-- ........,_._......., ......... XVI , 174• 
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