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rine tho last deoado the booperati va ov9"'lant has booome a 

powerful r or oo in Puorto Rioo' s eoonorllio l ro. e are oonooi oua 

of the unsunpootad ndvanto es of tho ooopernt i ve praoti cea f or the 

a.oh· eve":lont of a bottor ata.nda rd of 1 i.ving , espeo i olly i n countri es , 

like our own, wh ere tho eooial nnd ooonomio davelopawnt does not 

run apA.Oo wi th the inoreaso in population •. 

o de m i t naoossary r or our youn people to got iti clooe con­

tact 1ith suoh a mov amont o i c e they will bl!I t ho on os to carry on 

the work b op;ur1 by t •1 older enerations . Thus we have considered 

i t mandatory that the toaoh inir, of oooperati v ideals bo i nc l uded in 

the school curr i culum· and bo . ven oraotioal appl oation. 

The Donar~ent of Eduoation or tho Oommonwoalth .of Puorto Rioo 

r ooo1m izes tha sie;nif'ioanoe of tho cooperativo movement. This De­

partment is ltt.uncl1i ng a pro ram i ntonded to 1'amiliarize our teao.hor• 

and studonts with tho philosophy , objaotives and p ri nciples of 

oooporati vi em, and al so to of' fer uraotioal opportun t i e s !'or the 

or ,an i zation tmd op~ration of diffor nt types o school cooperatives . 

Our aohool ch ildren are l earnim~ t ho :id al s or cooperation 

· throurh oooperat lvo enterprises whor t hey ! avo the opportunity or 

puttint tna~ ~ork nto prRotioe . Throu h tho or ,an i zation and en o­

ment o r r;uhool cooperat i ve s they are cotting an insi h t into lemen­

tary eoonO'Ui os . They are learnin t o develop solf cont r ol, the art 



of orkin~ or, th er. le dersh p ond reapons bi lity. They aro boin 

trn ined in oomrun i ty li in~ . ) 
Our junior oooporat i ve project off era opportuni ty to dev.elo.p 

init i at iva . r osourcofu l nesa and the ability to faoe and aolve 

problems . Th ent rpr i so is op rntnd. by the oh ldren themselves so 

that they lee.m the m~tl-io or doing husine s in a praot ioal way. 

They become buninese-wiae . Praotioal problems come up in · a •natur al 

oonor tn s attinr, . Thero are innumerabla opportunities ror the in-

t 11C!' r ation of the activities or the cooper ative w··.th othor as·peots ot 

the ourrioulum, t hus vitdidn~ the school program. Younr, cooper• 

ators ~row in kno rl edge , skills , a t titudes , appreciations and ideals . 

Furthormore, throurh school oooperativ o our studonts are pro-

vidinr, thff!llsAlves with various enrvioos ond p.;oods . In ~ o first 

l"laoe the arn eal l:in g at rer;ular pr i ooo school suppl i es nnd other 

mate rials throu h th 'i.r ty- fi v e consumer ooo eratives al r eady estab-

ished . o tor thos oooperat'vos arA operating in rural oommuni-

t i ee . Therl't is one orodi t union or school bank- and , recently • 11av-

ernl industrial coop r nt i ves hnvA be an eatnbl ished . The or aniza.-

tion of othor types of school ooopor~tivae is boine; planned. 

eanwhilo an intense e uoetional prot~rem is b .intr, ostAred. · 

•reaohers and studllnts are r oeiving orientntion ond cooperat i ve oduca-

tion th rou~h a variety of interesting aotjvities, such a111 short 

talks. e)coursions to visit cooperat i ves . ll'lotures . exhibi ts. readinp:s. 

r adio tnlke. study circles, work ehop11, university extension ocursee , 
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penal discus sions . films . and the like. The A~rioul tural Ext ension 
I 

Serv ice and other govarnment a~ano i es are efC9cti vo col l aborators 

i n tha educational progrmt . 

A Congress of junior cooperat or s wi l l bo h eld before th i s school 

year tmds . Wo wi ll maat at Ai bonito ; a small town in the center of 

the Ialond . There , our youn~ peo~le wil l profit from the experiences 

of t heir companions . No'rma and prooodures will be ostahl i ahe d by t he 

chi ldren . Recreational activi t i e s wil l be pert of the pro~ ram. 

An eduontiona l project p.:o es on in Puorto Rico. We a ssure you 

t hat it will bo 111ost hel pful i n prepnrin~ our children to H:ve a 

rich abundant l ifoe 
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