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1 ~ve read the lett r from the Pu rto lean Senator C1-arl t 

H. Juli,, which The Baltim ore .Sun publl1he on April 2. I 1haU 
uot comment on iiieln1Ult1 he piie'fi on the L lelativ Aaaem.bly of 

. :Puerto. Rico . What Mr, Juli' think• of hl• fellow. leglalatora and 
.. what'. they ~ink of hlm l1 a purely inte.rn uerto Rican affair. · 
But what he says about Gov rnor Luie M~oz- . arfn and the Com-
monwe&lth' • rol in inter- American relation• b of intere1t to. the 
malnlaQ.c:l re ader. l ahould like to dwell o thi1 point. 

I , I 
' .· ' ; \ . 

In hh letter, enator Juli( show1 not only an utter l'ack ·of legi1 -
_ lative manner1, but also an utter lack of r~1pect for hiatorical truth. 
To claim that Muftoz art: role to power in Puerto Rico, aid~d by 
the money and prestige if the Federal Qov rnm nt, · ancl that' ~e 

• 1 

F deral million• were behind himi h •lmply to indulge· in ao ama-
zing distortion of well- known fact1 . Anyone familiar wi,th the /ABC 
of Puerto R'c•n politic• know• that, WhU tn th e.arly .dar;•' o,_f ~ 
New Deal Muftoz ar( wa looked upon wi · favcrr by ~~i'ee lch~~t 
Rooaeyelt •nd his a1s'ociate s, his relati n with Mr. lc~ea' a~' Mr. 
Qrueni-q.g were aeve]\ely 1tr ained after 1936. Dr. Rexford ·(J~ i'j;'.\igwell, 
who ce~tainly knew What:wa• 1oing on, aurnmarlzea t}le iVtewa ,~d on 

uftoz by Mr. Icles' a sbc~atea at the time.; , . ' -~ , ) 1~ 

"· ~ . -~- \ ? 
'lMr. lckea had.had no ·, advan~~ lnfor tt.on that hi• •t~~ng 
w~" f~rmiclable: ind ed his aubordin t • • had given him .if !':· ~ 

< ! uncteratan the contr ry, meanwhU . doln hat they co'4 ,;to 
. • ,i :· .•· th ;.· . ' ~r- asaertlon• were made good. The\r i:•Pr~ .~e - l~~ \ 

/ tati~nfy.rere ihat Muff.oz wa• . an incqna quenttal · ion <?f ~ \ · , able 
', father ~ . ~amentably lacking in -.ny1_ )lality of application~ · ~· ,.. 
:) 1latenc.e or ability: an lncorrigibl bo emlan, 1 Mng· li~)lf 
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in cafe·s,. talking largely with a xnis·cellaneous and· impermanent 
crowd of acquaintances: he had literary leanings, fancied .him- . 
seH as a poet - -El vate , his detractors called him•- but h.e 
never worked ha'id enough to accomplish anything even at this 
amateur occupation: it was true that he sometimes ·talked largely 
about schemes fo r bettering the condition of Puerto Ricans, but 
he was offensively apt, in doing so , to c onfuse his nebulo'U.S ideas 

·with the fundamental aims ·of the people·. Wh~t . he said they wanted 
must be what they did want~ he offered no other evidence . He had 
been a legislator and had, tangled obs t reperously with Mr .. Gruening. 
But beyond 1:bese casual it;ems there was not much . " (The Stricken 
~' N. Y., 1947 , Page 9. ) -

The Popular Democ r atic Party, which Mufi oz found.ed in 1938 ,. 
lived on a ehoe•st ring . l t had absolutely no money and .no power behind 
i t, except the strength of .i t s .ideals . This fac t is known tQ ever.ybody in 
Puerto .Ri co - -including Senator Julia . One may agree or disagree with 
the Par ty' s role in Puerto Rican·politica.l history , but to claim that it , . 
rode t o vic tory on the s t rength of tb_e Federal m illions is a g·ross mis-
representation of the t ruth... , . 

· In his il'..a:te· attack on Governor Muiio11 and his Party, Senator{ · 
J ulia .asks: 11 Who, other than Mui'io;z Marm and his stateside dupes, has 
ever said he had any important prestige in La.tin .,America.? Indeed, his 
so-call ed ' Commonwealth ' of Puerto Rico brings nothing but sneer_s from 
mt.t ions of South .America, for . they recognize it for what i t is , a shabby 
cloak over our .real status , which i$ i;imply that f:>f an !:lJlincorporated 
tei-ritory of the United States . n 

In replying , we are not so much concerned with Senator Julia ' s 
u t ter lack of respec.t for history , as with his utter l a ck of information . 
Hie ignorance matche:s his ve.nom. Was. President Jose F i gueres , the 
great democratic leader of Costa Rica, a Latin American "dupe" when, 
speaking before the Meeting of American Presid~nts in .Panama n 1956 , 
he referred to Governor Munoz as 11one of the thinkers who has done m os t 
to solve New Wo rld problems"? Shall we classify President de la Guardia 

, ~- ~ 
of Panama as another "dupe" because he stated that Munoz Marin "!s a 
great New World figure" and asked for Commonwealtli assis tance in 
planning Panama' s economic development? Did President Lleras Camargo 
of Colombia "sneer" at Puerto Rico when he requested th~ ~ooperation of 
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Commonwealth technicians hi the p.repa.r•tion o! a master plan !ttr that 
· republic? I• Pre_sident B,6mu1o Betancour~ a L~til\ ,American ' 'dupe" 

because of·biS close ,friendship and well..,known'. personal admb·-tion-for · i 
Governor ·MUiioz? ' And :ho'w about Pre!liden.t Vil1eda·Mora1es· of }tond.uraa 
who has praised the Comtnottwea1th and sent mission after mission of · " 

· Honduran students and public officials to be .trained 'iit;Puertol{ico? :And · 
how about Mr. Galo Plaaa, £ormer.Pres:ldent: 0£ Ecuador and o.ne -otthe 
top architects of good inter-Arlleri~an relation• 'l 'Was ,he publicly . · . ·. ~ '. 

· ' ' ''sneering" ·a.t Puerto Rh:o when he extolled· '' the; extraordinary pe~.-. , · ~· : ' 
!ormance oi her peopl., under the leadership of their great Gov~rn·o.r," · ' ·· 
at the last GovernorJJ.t Conference.? ~ And' the.; seven Latin Ame-%ican ,1 . : , 

. ·. countrie.s that ~pQnsored .a resolution on Puerto·'Rico ·at the Uni~ed · " ' · · 
. : .~ Nation.a; in..19S3 ~ WEft'e .tliey a1so 11 Sil.eerlng 11 . at the Coi;nmonw:ealth status . " 
, . . when, they declared that-" the agreem ent reached: by the Uniwc.i S~t.w ol· . 
, . , Americtl and the Commonwealth oi Puerto .Rico; in forming .a.. poli~q.1 

association .which r espects ~ .individuality ~d'.~e cultu'ral <:}i&rac:teri'Stica 
of Puetto .- R.ico• maintains the. spir'itual bonds betweenPuerto.Rieo. and Latin 

.... ,Aµi~rica and .constitutes a link iii co.n,t.~en.tal solidai'~tyt'Ti · 1 
• : : ' 
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· · ; ·Finally~ is the fact that the . Co~on~alth llaa ·reeeived in i:ts 
brief ~uory more ·l:ban 'oa'0.00 students~ v.isitor•,, arid scholat"s from ·t:;atin 
America; thus be.cQming ·one of tbe mot,; t active· inttar •American c,tUttar• . : · 
of cultu.J"al aud technical ·exchange;: a yroof of 1ho.misphedt "•nee,i,ing" a.t 
Puerto Rieu? ,, '. ·. \' i . ,, • , . . . i · ·' ~·' . ' ' '.?•. :.·: .; , 
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i • ,Or •• • shall w6.ask Senator J'UU'· to. take some tranq~ie~•• ., · 
control his

1 

temp el' ,an4. tongue* . and d~ his elementa'l'r ·homeworl(, ·be.foh · : 
tryJng• to fool .1}1e Ame ric~ people ? , · ' ' ' 
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· Sincerely' your s,. 
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' , ARTURO MORALES cAR.ruo~ ·: .. ' ' 
, Commonwealth · ' , · 

.. ·Under Secretary of Sta~ 
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