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An Open Letter To The Vi ... i tir.g Governors 

Gentlemen: 

Sev~ral P ~rto Ricans Nill greet you \td th bannr.r:- and u. S.. fla ':_?s 

. trying to prove to you that they are 1000 per c ent Americans. Sev~raJ. 

other Puerto Ricans \-Jill greet you ""'i th banners calling }OU damned yan-

kees Nho o tght to go back home • . But there is a vast majority of us Hho 

will not engage in this shouting, flag ""'aving exercise. I write this 

letter as a member of this silent majority. 

May I .state at the out ... ~t that we have always bef;n a hospit:?.hl e 

people with a love of civility. T.tle extend this hospitality to you and 

wish you a pleasant time in our island. t'Ji th the r;()8i tions that some 

of you have taken on behalf of basic human rights and s oci al j stice, 

many of us here are in h~artfeJ.f agreement. With the views that s ome 

of you espouse regarding the rac:i.al situation in th~ United States , Ne 

are in sharp disagreement and find them most obnoxious. 

But it is not for us to tell you or tell the voters of ~'ou.t States 

\llhat you ought to do. We don't feel that as a people \•le should interfere 

in that internal matter. Ttle trust you ~ .. d.ll not. unduly interfere in ou:t::"s 

and that out of your deliberations, the democratic process ,.,:,11 be strenc:;htened 

in ' the United States. 
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You come to an island "~:Jhich i s go ng through di ff i c 11 t t j_r.'l ':::'S. ~-~~ A!"'t; 

bei_ng hard bit by the U. s. inflation. Our un~mployment r. t(>s a r.(' l?/~ or 

13% or much hlgher, according to different def n:ttions ond st;,nc a r.d s - fi -

gurE'~ ,.,hich in your Statf's would be a s ign of grave alarm. Our j nd,1(" t r · n 

development, \vhi ch v-1as a beacon of hope and achievcm('nt, i s sho, Jirg dc-0p 

strain. Tourism is onth€' do"ngrade. Agricultural proci1ction, part.ic-: l nrl y 

sugar, is facing ·a tough crisis. Social ills have multiplied and ·ri t h them 

discontent and outright protest. 
,/ 

Politj_cally, Ne_ are pretty much divided. The clear majority sent :i rier.t //~ 

in favor of full Commonwealth development, expressed in the 1967 plebiscite, 

has been sidetracked by those who, though lacking a definite popular nandate, 

are now engaged in an outright push fo!:' statehood and have in the i~~ed1. ate 

past solicited your official support. vJe are all in a cloud of confus ion. 

We ask you 1) to understand this situation; 2) to avoid expres~ions 

\olhich \ITill only add fuel to the present di~cont~nt; anrl 3) . to s 1pport our 

self-determination. We welcome collaboration, nqt· int~rv~nti?n. 

r 
May I add a feM words on Latin America. As you begin your mcP-tings 

here, the Economic and Social Council of the OAS will be meeting in PanAma. 

All signs point to a most cri ti<:al . meeting _,,,here the United States Hill be 

at bay. The President's economic mess?ge has deeply hurt Latin America, 

an area v-rhich, - contrary to Europe, shows an · adverse balance of payments Hi th 

the United States. Politically an~ psychologically, the scars are still 

visible of the rough American descent on the Dominican Republic in 1965, a 
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descent wh j ch shoHcd l i.ttl e concf"rn for Lati.n Amerj_can opinj_on or ~ nsi tJ.vi.t '• 

The Nixon policy of "low profile" has t1rned i nto a pol:tcy of no profjlp -

exeept for the -;usta:i.ned a~si~b=mce to the mi litary. 

I tru t t he Lat n American statE:"smen whom you have i.nv i ted · w:i.ll mi Y'ICF-

no d iploma t i c wor ds in t e lling you the s tark picture th€ HemisphP.re is facing ~ 

The .strengh of .the democratic sys t em i.n the United Stat es , in Puert o 

Rico and els ewhere lies in recognizing hard facts and s tubborn real i t ies . The 

times are out of joint and there ·is need for wisdom, if0ac;i nation and a prof ound 

concern for human wants. I hope these virtues ,,.,ill presi de over your de libera-

tions. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Arturo Morales Carrion 
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