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The job beh ind us has been a hard and rewarding one . The job 

ahead of us i s no less difficult and e v ery bit as promising , I have 

long observ e d a notable fact about those who have much to do--they 

do not waste time in words . Ther e fore, I shall speak very bri efly r 

i 
on this ocassi o n . 

I would like to convey my gree tings to our guests from the 

United States , Latin America, t he Caribbea n and other countries who 
'-" 

h onor us wit~ their presence . To all of them Puerto Rico opens wid e ~ 

~· the doors of its £rank and simple hospi tality . T~eir presence en-

hances t he spirit of freedom to wh ich we are devoted . .. 
I wish to gr ee t, with the most cordial sincerety , my fellow-

citizens to whom I dedicate myself onc e more as their chief executive. · ~ 
There are fellow citizens who honored me with their support in the ~ 
clean and just e lection r e cently held here . There a r e also those 

who , in the full e njoyment of their politi cal ri ghts , contributed 

with their criticism and the~r opposing votes to the democrati c 

proc e ss of Puerto Rico . They, too , I salute , and to t hem, too , I 

dedicat e my services . Without oppos ition and cr i ticism the democra -

tic process would b e hollow and unwholesome . 

Although the will of the majority is the basis of' democrac y , it 

is not the orily basis . Another vita l fundamental is t he sc r upulous 

respect that we must maintain for t~e ri gl:lts of minorities , not 

gructgindly, cling ing to t~e l e tte r of the Cons titution's demands, 

but liberally with the free will of t he spirit as well. 
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Our goa l is t he :naximum r e s pec t for that m:::tx i mum mi nority 

which is t he individual . 

ln tha t connection it is worth r emembering t ha t t he Common­

we a lth of Pue rto Rico i s the only gove rt11 11ent i n t h e world tha t 

h a s call e d in a n or gu nization d e vot e d to t he mai nt e nance a nd 

strengthening o f c i vil liberti e s f o r consulation wit h us o n h ow 

best to prot e ct the ri ghts of a ll who liv e with in our bord e rs . 

On beha lf of my admin i stra ti o n I d e dic a t e my a ssoci a t e s 

and mys e lf to a r eex·amina tion of t he Hay s a nd mea ns by which 

we undertake to fulfill t he progr a m our pe opl e ha ve s upport e d . 

We invit e criticism, but in doi ng so we must not f ee l a bsolv e d 

from the duty of s e lf-criticism . 

We r e dedic a t e ours e lv e s to a deep ing of t he a s st1. -r·nt10. e t.hn t 

our p e opl e f e el in their own de mocra tic vi gor . As t he growth of 

the Commonwealth concept a dds new ar eas of authority, we must see 

to it that such a uthority sha ll b e e x e rcise d to strengthe n huma n 

rights . We must r e aliz e that thes e new a rea s of a uthority a r e not 

additions to t he power of individua ls in government but to the 

strength of the people to be e xpre s sed through their voting powe r . 

We r e dedic a t e ours e lv e s to a ll the wa ys of tr a nsmitting know ­

ledge , or de e p e ning und e rstandin g , o f f orging free dom in the huma n 

spirit . We will us e t he soboo~ t he univ e rsity , a nd e ve ry mod e rn 

technique of e duc a tion, rea ching ri g~ t into the h ome a nd t he ma rket 

place, th e sho p , fi e ld , factory a nd of fic e . 

Whe n we spea k of e duc a tion we must e nvisage some t h ing grea t e r 

than t he l earning of skills a nd craf ts a nd prof e ssions . We must 

think of de ve lopme nt of t h e art of being good a nd rationu l citiz e ns 



Inaugural remarks LMM -3 -

in a difficult age, an age that challe~ges all the possibilities 

of the hllinan spirit citizens of a Puerto Rican rennaisance. 

We must l earn - and teach-how bes t to be citizens of a 

rlemisphere b en t on two grea t and inspiring tasks . In the North 

it is trying to create peace , not me r e ly avert war . It is groping 

for new expressions of the spirit through whi ch to rnake greater 

use of its immense e conomic productivity . 

In t he southern part of t he Hemi sphere it is s eeki ng t he me ans 

of overcoming t he great eco nomic -poverty of i ts people and of 

building up the democracy that is profoundly root ed in t~e collect ­

ive aspirations of t~e people . 

We rededicate ours e lves , abov e all, to the unity of our own 

people . After every polit i cal campaign this r e dedicat i on is neces ­

sary . Essential as t he y are to democracy , political c ampa i gns are 

also a risk to democracy . There i s a lways the risk t ha t the passion 

of conflicting opinions may g iv e individuals the f ee ling that they 

are members of different political tribes or ~ans rathe r than sup­

porters oi different programs , or diff e r e nt approache s to t he same 

goal . The functi on of polit i cs is not to divide a people by t he di­

versity o1· ideas . It is rather to unite them by the righ t so to 

disagree . 

fi na l.ly, we r ededicat e ours e lves to an America t ha t s e rv e s t he 

fr ee world and to a Puerto Rico t hat wants to serve , mod es tly and 

devoutl y , t he caus e of good understanding among all t he peoples of 

our Hemisphere, and then of all t~e peoples of the world • 
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