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AN ACT 

To transfer to the Department of State all the functions now 

performed by the Planning Board with regard to 

the Program of Technical Aid to Economically 

Underdeveloped Ar ens (Point IV) ; and to r epeal Act 

No . 378 of May 8~ 19515 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF PUERTO RICO : 

Section 1 .- ·All the functions now performed 

Planning Board with r egard to the Program of Technical Aid 

to Economically Underdeveloped Areas (Point IV) , pursuant 

to Act No . 378 of May 8 , 1951 , a re hereby transferred to the 

Department of State . Said progr am shall henceforth be known 

a s Technical Cooper ation Pro gr am. 

Section 2.- The Secretary of State may contr act for 

and appo int the necessary personnel to carry out the functions 

t r ansferred by this Act , without subjection ~o the Personnel 

Act , Act No . 345 of May 12 , 1947 . 

Section 3.- It is ordained by this Act thot oll 

applications and arrangements with reference to future t r a ining 

of schola r ship grantees in Puerto Rico shall be processed 
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through the Te chnica l Cooperation Office . Likew ise , al l 

applicati ons for federal or i nte rnational funds , or for 

personnel to carry out the purpose s of t he Technica l 

Cooperation Prog r am, as well a s all i nte r national t e chnica l 

cooperation projects that may be wor ked out or suggested, 

must be approved by the Secretary of St ate or hi s official 

representative and submitted by his office to the pertinent 

f ederal or internationa l agency through the usua l channels . 

Section 4 .- It shall be the responsibility of the 

Secretary of St ate or hi s off icial r epresent ative to approve 

all t e chnic al - a id contra cts and to supervise and coordinate 1 

a ll programs in operation. Such responsibility embraces all 

bilat e r a l and multilateral progr ams of the For e ign Operations 

Administration (FOA) , of the United Nations and its specia lized 

agencies , of the Ameri can St a t es Or gan ization, of the Cari bbean 

Commi ssion, and of any other new agency or agencies that may 

be hereafter created to take care of this activity, as wel l as 

any agreement wi th a for e ign government or institution. 

Section 5.- The Secr eta ry of Sta t e i s hereby 

authorized to use the funds available f or the T~chnicol 

Cooperation Program i n the opera ting budget of his depa rtment 

for defr aying the expenses of r epresentation and public 

r elati ons incurred in the performance of the functi on entrusted 

to him by this Act , fo r the gr anting of scholarship and a id to 
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for e ign students , and for ot he r expen s e s incurred i n t he 

exchanging of technici an s a nd officers. 

Section 6 .- The Secret ary of Stat e is her eby 

authoriz ed to crea te an advi s ory committee for c ouns eling 

on the exe cuting of the pro gr am and for performing such othe r 

functi ons a s may be entrusted t o it by t he Secre t ary. 

Secti on 7-.- Ther e a r e hereby transferred to the 

Department of St a t e , t o be us ed , employe d or expend ed in 

connecti on with the functi ons tr ansferr ed by the provisions 

of this Act, the r ecords and property now be ing use d in 

connection with such functi ons, the pe rsonnel now employed 

in connection with such functions , and items of appropriation 

or other funds (ava il able or t o be availabl e ) for us e in 

connection with such functi ons . 

Secti on 8 .- Act No. 378 of Ma y 8, l95l i s he r eby 

r epea l ed .• 

Section 9.- This Act shall t ake eff ect July 1, 1954 . 
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