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'.L'he · follovri:np, communication from the United state~ Mir.don to the 

United_ Nationr. 1 dated 1:,:· January 1953, waco received by the Secretary­

General of the United Nationr:1 : 

"'I'he TieprePentative oi' the United rtateP of America to the 
United Nationr yrerent~ hir complimentP to the Secretary~eneral 
of the United Nationr and bar the honor to refer to ReRolution 
222 (III), adopted by the General ArseL1bly on November 3, 1948. 
Thi" rep,olution r. tate"' that, havinG reca.rd to the providonF' of 
Chapter XI of the Charter, it i>< er."'ential that the United Nationr 
be informed of any chan: ~e in 'Ghe com·titutional po~ition and 
rtatur. of any non-"'elf-::.overnil1[; terr :Ltory a F' a re101ult of which the 
re nponr ible covernment concel'ned think"' it unnecePPary to tranrmi t 
ini'ormation in reFtpect of that terri tory under Article 73 (e) or' 
the Charter. The liemoerR of the United Hat ion"" concerned are 
reque"!ted by thifl rerolutlon to comHuni cate to the Secretary­
General, '\vi thin a maximu.1 }lerioo_ of rix monthFI, ruch information aA 
mey- be appropriate, includj.n1 ~ the conrti tution, lecislative act or 
executive order providtn;.~ for the government of the terri tory and 
the conr.titutional relationnhi] of ·tihe ter:i.~:l.tory to the e:;overnrnent 
of the metropolit.an country, 

"Since 194o, the United stateFt haq tranRmitted annually to the 
Secretary-General information on Puer·bo Rico pursuan·b to the terroR 
of Article 73 (e) of the Charter. However, on July 25, 1952, a new 
conr1titution establiPhiUG the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico entered 
into force. In the lj · ~lrb of the chall{~e in the connti tutional pod tion 

and statuR of Puerto Rico, the United States Government considerP that 
it iR no lo!'lGer neceRsary or appropriate for -~he United states to 
continue to tranRmit . information on Puerto Rico under Article 73 (e). 
'rherefore, the Un;i.te.d Rto.te"' Government has decided ..that with the 
rubml:::~sion of information for the period July 1, 1951 to June 30, 1952, 
it will ceare to tranr.mi t information on Puerto Rico. 

'"rhere will be tran'1:mi tted to the Secretary-General, under 
F'eparate cover 1 for the information of the l/!embers of the United 
Nations, the text of the ConPtHution of the Commonvrealth of Puerto 
Tiico and other ap:_lropriato ir.l'ornation a R called for under the termP 
of General A~Rembly ReF'olution 222 (III)." 

The text of the ConAtitution and other information rei'erred to in 

the above-cited letter have been tranr:m:Ltted to the Secretary-r..Bneral by 

the Permanent Representative of t he United S·bate>< to the United Nation.-; 

and were accompanied by the folloiJil1{~ le ·bter dated 20 J.Jc.:cch 1953 : 

l 
1 
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Representativc'A note UN-1727/89, dated January 19, 1953, 
notifying you that ap a re f• tllt of the entry i nto force on 
July 25, 1952 of the new Conl'1ti tution ef1tablir,hine the 
Commomrealth of Puerto Rice, the Uni-ted State s Govermn.ent has 
decided to cease to tranr•mit information on Puerto lUco under 

.Article 73 (e) of the Charter. 

"The attainment by the People of Puerto Rico of their new 
Conunonwealth statun is a mof't significant step. ThiP. if'1 the 
kind of progre11s to self-[:overnment contemplated by the United 
NationA Charter. This i!'l the dettocratic pattern of the free 
world . of goals set and hOl1eR realized. 'l'he people of Puerto 
Rico expre Rsed their view by re s olution at their Constitutional 
Convention in the follcirin,~ w-ordr1: 1 Thus we attain the goal of 
complete self-government, the laP.t ve stige8 of coloniali r,m 
having di sappeared in t:be .L1r:lnci:ple of Compact, and we enter 
into an era of new developmentf1 in democratic civilization. 1 

"I invite yot'l!' at·tention in particular to the enclo~'~ed 
letter of Governor Ht..moz Marin of the Collllnomrealth of Puerto Rico 
in which, after req_ue Atinc, the termination of the tranAmittal of 

information ~nder Article 73 (e) with re spect to Puerto Rico, 
and after recountinp; the clevelopment of the Island' " political 
proc;:t.•enP, he say':!: 'The people of Puerto Rico are firm supporterA 
of the United Nationfl and this r,reat orc;anization may confidently 
rely U}!On ur for a continuation of that Good will. 1 

"Let me add -Ghat the people of Puerto Rico at thi~ moment 
are proudly cooperating to the utmoPt in the United Nationn effort 

to repel acgreR flion in Korea, The men of Pv.erto Rico who are 
bearine the hardshipr of battle with other United Nations troops 
have, by their courage an~ deternlination, demonrtrated their 
r tronc love for freedmn. 

"There are encloreo. for the information of the Hemberf'1 of 
the United NationR the follo\·rinc document"" in compliance wit;h 
the terms of Reroluticn 222 (III) of the General AsAembly: 

(1) Text of the Conr-tHution of the Col:1lllonwealth of 
Puerto Rico, 

(2) Memorandum ·by the Government of the Uni0ed State8 
of America Concerninc the CeRsation of ~ransmirPion 
of Information Uno.er Article 73 (e) of the Charter 
with Regard to the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. 
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(3) Copy of the letter dateq January 17, 1953, from the 
Governor of Puerto Ri.co to the Pres iclent of the United. 
States." 

The clocuments transmitted by the Permanent Representative of the United 

States to the United Nations are reproduced in the following Annexes I, 

II and III. 
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ANNEX I 

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE COMMONWEALTH 
OF PUERTO RICO lf 
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We, the people of Puerto Rico, in .order to organize ourselves 

politically on a fully democratic basis, to promote the general welfare, 

and to secure for ourselves and our posterity the complete enjoyment of 

human rights, placing our trust in Almichty God, do ordain and establisc this 

Constitution for the ' commonwealth which, in the exercise of our natural righte, 

we now create within our union \vith the United States or America, 

In so doing, we declare: 

The democratic system i::> fuwiamente.l to the life of the Puerto Rican 

community; 

We understand that the demoeratic system of government is one in which 

the will of the people is the source of public power, the political Prder is 

subordinate to the rights of mc.n, and the free participation of the citizen in 

collective decisions is assured; 

We consider as determinL'lg factors in our life our citizenship of the 

United States of America and olir aspiration continually to enrich our 

democratic heritage in the individual and collective enjoyment of its rights 

and privileges; our loyalty to the principles of ,the Fed~ral Constitution; 

the coexistence in Puerto Rico of the two great cultures of the American 

Hemisp~ere; our fervour for education; our faith in justice; our devotion 

to the courageous, industriou::>, and peaceful way of life; our fidelity to 

individual human values a~ove nnd beyond social position, racial differences, 

and economic interest; and our hope for a better world based on these principles. 

~/ The Constitution of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico w~s drawn up by a 
Constitutional Convention at Sa!1 Juan, Puerto Rico, on 6 February 1952 and 
entered into force on 25 July 1952. In the November 1952 elections held in 
Puerto Rico, amendments were adopted. to Section 5 of Article II and Section 3 
of Article VII which entered into force on 2"9 January 1953. The text herein 
reproduced incorporates the said amendments. 
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AnTIC'LE I 

THE COMMOM{EALTR 

Section 1. The Commonwealth of Puerto Rico is hereby constituted. Its -
political power emanates from t~e people and shall be exercised in accordance 

vrith their will, within the ton:.:'J of the compact agreed upon between the people 

of Puerto Rico and the United States of .Amerj_cac 

Section 2" The government of the Common'\'Tealth of Puerto Rico shall be 

republic~n in form ~nd its lecislative, judicial and executive branches as 

established· by this Constitution shall be equally subordinate to the 

sovereignty of the people of ~lerto Rico. 

_ Section 3~ The political authority of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico 

shall extend to the Island of Fue':'to Rico and to the adjacent isJ,.ands vrithin 

its jurisdiction. 

Section 4.. The SEa.t of the government shall be the c~ty of San Juan • 

.AR'riCLE II 

BILL OF RIGHTS 

Section 1~ The dignity o~ tho htunan being is inviolable. All men are 

equal before the law • . No Aisc~imination shall be made on account of race, 

color, sex, birth, soctal o~igih:or condition, vr condition, or political or 

religious ideas • . Both the laws and the system of public . ~duca.tion shall embody 

these principles of essential huma.n equality. 

Section 2. · The laws shall guarantee the expression of the will of the 

people by means of equal, direct and secret univoroal sufferage and_ shall 

protect the citizen against ero/ coercion in the exercise of the electoral 

.franchise • 

~ion 3. No law shall bo rr.ade respecting 8n establishment of religion 

or prohibiting the free exercise thereof. There shall be completf. sep~ration 

of church and state. 

~ion 4.. No la,., shall be made abridging the freedo~ of speech or of the 

press, or the right of the people peaceably to as£lemble and to petition the 

government for a rea.ress of grievances. 
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Se~ti~.2!.. Every person has the l'ight to an education which shall be 
directed to the full development of the human personality and t _o the strengthening 

of respect f or human rights and fundamental freedoms. There shall be a system 
of free and wholly non-sectarian public education. Instruction in the elementary 

and secondary schools shall be free and shall be compuls ory in the elementary 
schools to the extent permitteu by the facilities of the state. No public 
property or public funds shall be used for the support of scho~ls or educational 
institutions other than those of the state. Nothing contained in this provision 

shall prevent the state from furnishing to any child non-educational services 

established by law f or the pr ,;t 2ction_ or welfare of children. Compulsory 
attendance at elementary public schools to the extent permitted by the facilities 
of the state as herein provided shall not be construed as applicable to those who 

receive elementary education in schools established under non -governmental 
auspices. 

Section 6. Persons may j oin with each other and organize freely f or any 

lawful purpose, except in military or quasi-military organizations. 

Section 7. The right to life, liberty and the enjoyment of property is 

recogni zed as a fundamental right of man. The death penalty shall not exist. 
No person shall be deprived of his. liberty or property without due process of . 

law. No person in Puerto Rico _shall be denied the equal protection of the laws, 

No laws impairing the obligation of contracts shall be enacted. A minimum 
amount of property and possessions shall be exempt from attachment as provided 
by law. 

Section 8. Every person has the right to the protection of law against 
abusive attacks on his honor, reputation and private or family life, 

Section_.2.:_ Private property shall not be taken or damaged for public 
use except upon payment of just compensation and in the manner provided by law. 

No law shall be enacted authori ·'. ing condemnation of printing presses, machinery 

or material devoted t o publications of any kind. The buildings in which these 
objects are located may be condemned cJnly nfter a judicial finding of public 

convenience and necessity pursuant to procedure that shall be provided by law, 
and may be taken before such a judicial findi ng only .when there is placed at 

the disposition of the publication an adequate site in which it can be installed 
and continue to operate f or a reasonable time. 
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Section 10. The right of the people to be secure in their persons, hou,ses, 

papers and effects against unreasonable searches and seizures shall not be 

violated. 

Wire-tapping is prohibited. 

No warrant for arrest or :;.eru.•ch and seizure shall issue except by judicial 

authority and only upon probable cause supported by oath or affirmation, and 

particularly describing the place to be searched and the persons to be arrested 

or the things to be seized. 

Evidence obtained in violation of this section shall be inadmissible in 

the courts. 

Section 11. In all crir..inal prosecut~_ons, the accused ~hall enjoy the right 

to have a speedy and public trial, to be informed of the nature and cause of the 

accusation and to have a copy thc~ eo~, to be confronted with the witnesses 

against him, to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in hie favor, to 

have assistance of counsel, and to ~e prosumed innocent. 

In all prosecutions for a felony the accused shall have , the right of trial 

by an impartial jury composed of twelve residents of the distr5.ct, who may render 

the'ir verdict by a majority vote which in no case may be less than nine. 

No person shall be compell ed in any criminal case to be a witness against 

h:i,.rriself and the failure of the accused to testify may be neither taken into 

consideration nor commented upon against him. 

No person shall be twice put in jeopardy of punishment for the same offense. 

Before conviction every accused shall be entitled to be admitted to bail. 

Incarceration prior to trial shall not exceed six months nor shall bail 

or fines be excessive. No person .shall be imprisoned for debt. 

Section 12. Ne~ther slavery nor involuntary servitude shall exist except 

in the latter case as a punishment for crime after the ac~used has been duly 

convicted. Cruel and unusual punishments shall not be inflicted. Suspension 

of civil rights including the right to vote shall cease upon service of the 

term of imprisonment imposed. 

No ex post facto law or bill of attainu8r shall be passed. 
1_, 
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Section 11. The writ of habeao c.orpus shall be granted without delay and 
free of costs. The privilege of the v~it of habeas corpus shall not be 
suspended, unless the public safety requires it in case of rebellion, insurrection 
or invasion. Only the Legislative Assembly shall have the power to suspend the 
privilege of the w:ri t of habeas corpus and the lai•Ts regula.ting its issuance. 

The military authority shall ahrays be subordinate to civil authority. 

Section 14-. No titlea of nobility or other heredita.ry honors shall be 
granted. No officer or employee of the Comrnom·real th shall accept gifts, 

donations, decorations or offices fro~ eny foreicn country or officr without 
prior authorization by the Lesislative Assembly. 

Seetion 15~ The employment of children less than fourtenn years of age 
in any occupation which is prejudicial to their health or morals or which places 
them in jeopardy of life or 1~~ is prohibited. 

No child less than sixteen years of age shall be kept in custody in a jail 
or penitentiary. 

8ection_l6. The right of every employee to choose his occupation freely 
'. 

and to resien therefrom is recognizeQ., as is his right to equal pa.y for equal 
work, to a reasonable mini!l:'clm salary, to protection agatnst risks to his health 
or person in his ivork or empl0ynent, and to an ordinary vrorkd.ay which -shall not 
exceed eight hours. An emplcyce ma,y vrork in excess of this daily limit only if 
he is paid extra compensation as provicled by lavr, at a rate never less than one 
and one-half times the regular rate at which he is employed. 

Section 17. Persons emplo:J-ed by private businesses, enterprises and 
individual employers and by acencies or instrumentalities of the government 
operating as private businesses or enterprises, shall have the right to organize 
and to ba:rgain collectively with their employers through representatives of their 
ovrn free chaos ins in order to promote their vrelfare. 

Section 18. In order to a'3sure their rie;ht to organize and to bargain 
collectively, persons employed by private businesses, enterprises and individual 

employers and by agencies or instrumentalities of the government operating as 
private businesses _ or enterprises, in their direct relations l-Tith their own 
employers ahall have the right to strike, to picl~et ani to engaee in other legal 
concerted activities. 

'\ 



A/AC.35/L.l21 
English 
Annex I 
Page 6 

Nothing herein contained shall impair the authority of the Legislative 

Assembly to enact laws to deal witi1 grave emergencies that clearly imperil 

the· public ·health and safety or essential public services. 

Section 19. The foregoing enumeration of ri.ghts shall not be construed 

restrictively nor does it contemplate the exclusion of other rights not 

specifically mentioned which belong to the people in a democracy. The power 

of the Leg.islative Assembly to enact ia¥Ts for the protection of the life 1 health 

and general welfare of the people shall likewise· not be construed restrictively. 

J.RTICLE III 

THE LEGISLAWRE 

Section 1. The legislative power shall be vested in a Legislative Assembly~ 

which shall consist of two houses, the Senate and the House of Representatives, 

whose members shall be elected by direct vote at each general election. 

Section 2. The Senate shall be composed of twenty-seven Senators ·and 

the House of representatives of fifty-one Representatives, except as these 

numbers may be increased in . accordance with the provisions of Section 7 of this 

Article. 

Section 3. For the purpose of election of members of the· Legislative 

Assembly, Puerto Rico shall be divided into eight senatorial districts and forty 

representative districts. Each senatorial district shall elect two Senators 

and each representative distr~ct one Representative. 

There shall also be eleven Senators and eleven Representatives elected 

at large. No elector may vote for more than one candidate for Senator at Large 

or for more than one candidate for Representative at Large. 

Section 4. In the first and subsequent elections under this Constitution 

the division of senatorial ~mi representative districts as provided in Article 

VIII shall be in effect. After each decennial census beginning with the year 

196o, said division shall be revj.sed by a Board ~omposed of the Chief Justice 

of the Supreme Court as Chairman and of two additional members appointed by 

the Governor with the advice ~nd consent of the Senate. The two additional 

members shall not belong to the same political party. Any revision shall 

maintain the number of senatorial and representative districts here created, 

which shall be composed of contiguous and compact territory and shall be 



r· 

A/ AC .35/L .. 121 
English 
Annex I 
Page 7 

organized, insofar · as · practicable, .upon the basis of . population and means of 
communication. Each senatorial district shall always include five representative 
districts. 

The decisions of the Board shall be made by majority vote and shall take 
effect in the generai electjons next following each revision. The Board shall 
cease to exist after the completion of each revision. 

S8ction 5, No person shall be a member of the Legislative Assembly unless 
he is able to read and write the Spanish or English language and unless he is a 
citi?.en of the Uni'te{t States end of PuP.l·to Rico and has· resided in Puerto Rico 
at least two years immediately prior to the date of his election or appointment. 
No person shall be a member of the Senate who is not over thir~y years of age, 
ar.d no person shull be a mem1er of the House of Representatives who is not· over 
twenty-five ye~~s of age. 

Section 6 , . No person shall be eligible to election or appointment as 
Senator or Represent~tive for a district unless he has resided therein at least 
one year immediately prior to his election or appointment. When there is more 
than one representative district in a municipality, residence in the municipality 
shall satisfy this requirement. 

Section., 7. If in a general election more than two-thirds of the members 
of either house are elected from one political party or from a single ticket, as 
both are defined by law, the number of members shall be increased in the­
following cases: 

(a) If the party or ticket which elected more than two-thirds of the 
members of either or both houses shall have obtained less than ·two-thirds 
of the total number of votes cast for the office of Governor, the number 
of members of the Senate or of the House of Representatives or of both 
bodies, whichever may be the case, shall be increased by declaring elected 
a sufficient number of candidates of the minority party or pa~ties to bring 
the total number of candidates of the mino~ity party or ·parties to ni~e in 
the Senate and to &~nteen in the House of Representatives. When there 
is more than one minority party, said additional members ' shall be dec~ared 

•' elected from among the candidates of each minority party in the ·proportion 
that the number of votes cast for the candidate of each of said part:!.es for 
the office of Governor bears to the total number of votes cast for the 
candidates of all the minority parties for the office of Governor. 
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~fuen one .or more minority parties shall have obtained representation in a 
proportion eq~~l to or greater than the ~roportion of ·votes received by their 
respective candidates for Governor, such party or parties shall not be entitled 
to additional members until the representation established for each of the 
other minority parties under these provisions shall have been completed. 

(b) If the party or ticket which. elected ~ore than two-thirds of· the 
members of either or both houses shall have obtained more than two-thirds 
of the total number of votes cast for the office of Governor, and one or 
more minority parties shall not have elected the number of members in the 
Senate or in the House of Reprentatives or in both houses, whichever may 
be the case, which corresponds to the proportion of votes cast by each of 
them for the office of Governor, such additional number of their candidates 
shall be declared elected as is necessary in order to complete Gaid 
proportion as nearly as pos.sible, but the number of Senators of all the 
minority parties shall never, under this provision, be more than nine or 
that of Repre~entatives . more than seventeen. 
In order to select additional members of the Legislative Assembly from a 

minority party in accordance with these provisions, its candidet~s at large . 
who have not been elected shall be the first to be declared elected in the 
order of the v~tes that they have obtained, and thereafter its district 
candidates who, not having been elected, have obtained in their respective 
districts the highest proportion of the total number of votes cast as compared · 
to the proportion of votes cast in favor of other candidates of the same party 
not elected to an equal office in the other districts. 

The additional Senators and Representatives whose .election is declared under 
this section shall be considered for all purposes as Senators at Large or · 
Representatives at Large. 

The measures necessary to implement these guarantees, the method of 
adjudicating fractions that may result from the application of the rules . 
contained in this section, and the minimum number of votes that a minority 
party must cast in favor of its ~andidate for ~overnor in order to have the 
right to the representation provided herein shall be determined by the Legislative 
Assembly. 
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~ecjj_on ..§. 'J'he term of office of Senat<?~s ,and . R~pres~ntatives shall begin 

on the second day of January immed~ately follow;inc the date of the general election 

in which they shall have been elected. :r:r, pri,or to the f~ftee~ months 

immediately preceding the date of the next general election, a vacancy occurs in 

the offic.e of :senator or Representative for a district the Governor sh.<l.ll call a 

special el.Jction in said dis t rict uithin thirty days following the date on vrhich 

the vacancy occurs. This election shall be held not later than ninety days after 

the call and the person elec t ed shall hold office foi~ the rest o~ , the unexpired 

term of his pr~deeessor. Hhen said vacancy occ:urs during a legisl~tive session, or 

uhen the Legislat ive Assemhly or the Senate has he en called for a date prior to the 

certification oi' t he results of the special election the presidinG officer of the 

appropriat e house sha::.l fill said vacancy by appointing the person recmmnended by 
: '. 

the cent ral committee of the political party of which his pr edecesaor in offi_ce was 
.. •• 'j ' 

a memher. Such person sh~ll hold the office until certification of the election of 

the candidate ,.r:1o was elected. Hhen the vacancy occurr vi thin fifteen months prior 
' -' .· 

to a general election, or when it occurs i.n the office of a Senator at Large or a 

Representative at Large the presiding officer .of t.h~ appropr:iate house shall fill 
1: . . 

it, upon the recommendation of the political party of which the previous holder of 

the office was a member, hy appointing a person selected in the same ~~nner as that 
.. . 

in whichhis predecessor was selected. A vacancy in the office of a Senator at . 
Large or a Representative at Large elected as an independent candidate shall be 

filled by an election in all districts. 

Sec~t-~_£n 9. Each house shall be the sole juclee of the election, returns and 

qualif1.cations of its members; shall choose its own officers; shall adopt rules 

for its own proceedings appropriate to leGislative bodies; and with the 

concurrence of three --fourths of the total numher of members of which :it is composed, 

may expel any ~ember for the causes establ j shed in Section 21 of this Article , 

authorizing impeachments . . The Senat·e shall elect . a President and the House of 

Representatives a Speaker from .amonc; their respective members. 

~~c_!,i_~_.l-.9.. The Legislative Assembly shall be deemed a continuous body 

'1 during the term for which its members are elected and shall meet in reguJar ' 

r session each year commenci_ng on the second Mondny in January. The duration 

of regular sessions and the periods of time for introduction and consideration 

of '!)ills shall he pres0rihed hy lmr. \vhen the Governor calls the Legislative 

Assembly into special session it may conoider only those matters spec1fied 
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i.n the call or in any special message sent to it by him during the session. 

No special session shall continue longer than twenty calendar days. 

Section 11. The sessions of each house shall be open. 

Section 12. A majority of the total number of members of which each house 

is composed shall constitute a quorum, but a smaller number may adjourn from 

day to day and shall have authority to compel the attendance of absent members. 

Section 13. The two houses shall meet in the Capitol of Puerto Rico and 

neither of them may adjourn for more than three consecutive days without the 

consent of the other. 

Section 14. No member of the Legislative Assembly shall be arrested 

while the house of which he is a member is in session, or during the fifteen 

days before or after such session, except for treason, felony or breach of the 

peace. The members of the Legislative Assembly shall not be questioned in 

any other place for any speech, debate or vote in either house or in any committee. 

Section 15. No Senator or Representative may, during the term for which 

he was elected or chosen, be appointed to any civil office in the Government of 

Puerto Rico, its municipalities or instrumen~alities, which shall have been 

created or the salary of which shall have been increased during said term. 

No person may hold office in the Government of Puerto Rico, its municipalities 

or instrumentalities and be a Senator or Representative at the same time. 

These provisions shall not prevent a member cf the Leg-islative Assembly from 

being designated to perform functions ad honorem. 

Section 16. The Legislative Assembly shall hava the power to create, 

consolidate or reorganize executive departments and to define their functions. 

Section 17. No bill shall become a law· unless it has been printed, read, 

referred to a committee and returned therefrom with a written report, but either · 

house may discharge a committee from the study and report of any bill and 

proceed to a consideration thereof. f~ch house shall keep a journal of its 

proceedings and of the votes cast for and against bills. The legislative 

proceedings shall be published in a daily record in the form determined by law. 

Every bill, except general appropriation bills, shall be confined to one subject, 

which shall be clearly expressed in its title, and any part of an act whose 

subject has not been expressed in the title shall be void. The general 

appropriation act shall contain only appropriations and rules for their 

t. 
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No bill shall be amended .in :a manner that changes its original 

purpose or incorporates matters extraneous to it. In amending any article or 

section of . a law, said article or section shall be promulgated in its entirety 

as amended. All bills for raising revenue .shall originate _in the House of 

Representatives, but the Senate may propose or concur with amendments as on other 

bills. 

Se~tion 18~ The subjects whlch mey be dealt with by means of joint 

resolution shall be determined by law, but every joint resolution shall 

follow the same legisl~tive process as that of a bill. 

Section 19. Every bill which is approved by a majority of the total 

n11mber . of memberf> of which each house is composed shall be submitted to the 

Governor and shall become la,·T if he signs it or if he does not return it, 

with hfs objections, to the house in which it origir...:J.ted within ten days {Sundays 

excepted) counting from the date on which he shall have received it. 

\fuen the Gover·nor returns a bill, the house that receives it shall enter 

his objectionG on its journal and both houses may reconsider it. If a~proved 

by two-thirds . of the total number of members of which each house is compos_ed, 

said bill shall become law. 

If the Legislative Assembly adjourns ~ ~ before the Governor has 

acted on a bill that has been presented to him. less than ten days before, he 

is relieved of the. obligation of retu't'ning it with his o~jections and the bill 

shall become law only if the Governor signs it withinthirty days after receiving 

it. 

Every final passage or reconsideration of a bill shall be by a roll-call 

vot~. 

Section 20, In approving any appropriati~n bill that contains , more than 

one item, the Governor may eliminate one or ~ore of such items or reduce their 

amounts, at the same time reducing the total amounts involved. 

-. Section 21. The House of Representatives shall have exclusive po·.ver to 

initiete impeachment proceedings and~ with the concurrence of two-thirds of 

" the total number of members of which it is co~posed, to bring an indictment. 

The Senate shall have exclusive power to try and to decide impeachment cases, 

and in meeting for such1purposes the Senators shall act in the name of the 
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the people and under oath or affirmation. No judgment of conviction in an 

impeachment trial shall be pronounced without the concurrence of three-fourths 

of the total ·number of members . of which tbe Senate is composed, and the 

judgment shall be limited to removal from off,ice. The person 1.rnpceched, 

however, may be liable and subject to indictment, trial, judgment and punishment 

according to law. The causes of impoaenment shall be treason, bribery, other 

felonies, and misdemeanors involving moral -turpitude. The Chief Justice of 

the Supreme Court shall preside at the impeachment trial of the Governor. 

The two -houses may conduct impeachment proceedings in their regular or 

special sessions. The presiding officers of the two houses, upon written 

re~uest of two-thirds of the total number of members of which the House of 

Representatives is composed, must convene them ~o deal with such proceedings. 

Section 22. The Governor shall appoint a Controller with the advice and 

consent of a majority of the total number of members of which each house is 

composed. ·The Controller shall meet the · re~uirements prescribed by law and 

shall hold office for a term of ten years and until his successor has been 

appointed and ~ualifies. The Controller shall audit all the revenues accounts 

and expenditures of the Commonwealth, of its agencies and instrumentalities and 

of its municipalitie~ in order to determine whether they have been made in 

accord~nce with law. He shall render annual reports and any special reports 

that may be re~uired . of him by the Legislative Assembly or by the Governor. 

In the performance of his duties the Controller shall be authorized to 

administer oaths, take evidence and compel, under pain of contempt, the 

attendance of witnesses and the production of books, letters, documents, 

papers, records and all other articles deemed essential to a full understanding 

of the matter under investigation. 

The Controller may be removed for the causes and pursuant to the procedure 

established in the preceding sect ~rm. 

1\RTICLE IV 

TEE EXECUTIVE 

Section l. The executive power shall be vested in a Governor, who shall 

be elected by direct vote in each general election. 

Section 2. The Governor shall hold office for the term of four years from 

the second day of January of the year·following his election and until his 
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successor has been elected and qualifies. He shall reside in Puerto Rico and 
mainta-in his office in its cap-ital city. 

?ection •3; No person shall be Governor unless, on the date of the election, 
he is at least thirty-five years of age, and is and has been during the preceding 
five years a citizen of the United States and a citizen and bona fide resident 
of Puerto Rico. 

Section 4. The Governor shall execute the laws and cause them to be executed. 
He shall call the Legislative Assembly ·or the Senate into special session 

v.rhe:J. in .his judgment the public interest so raquires. 
He shall appoint, in the manner prescribed by this Constitution or by law, 

all officers whose a:~p'ointment he is authorized to make. He shall have the power 
to TYJake appointmen":.s while the Legislative Assembly is not in session. Any such 
appointments that require the advice and consent of the Senate or of both houses 
shall expire at the end of the next regular session. 

He shall be the commander-in-chief of the militia. 
He shall have the · power to call out the militia and · suwmon the posse 

comitatus in order to prevent or suppress rebellion, invasion or any serious 
disturbance of the public peace. 

He shall have the power to proclaim martial law when the public safety 
requires it in case of rebellion or invasion or i~inent daD6er thereof. The 
Legislative Assembly shall meet forthwith on their own initiative to ratify or 
revoke the proclamation. 

He shall have the pow·er to suspend tho execution of sentences in criminal 
cases and to grant pardons, commutations of punishment, ·and total or partial 
remissions of fines and forfeitures for crimes committed in violation of the laws 
of Puerto Rico. This power shall ·not extend to cases of impeachment. 

He shall approve or disapprove in accordance with this Constitution the · 
joint resolutions and bills passed by the Legislative Assembly. 

He shall present to the Legislative Assembly, at the beginning of each 
• regular session, a mesoage concerning the affa:l.rs of the Commonw·ealth and a 

report cc~cerning the atate of the Treasury of Puerto Rico and the proposed 
r expenditures for the. ensuing fiec3.l year. Said 1·eport shall contain tb:e 

information necessary for the formulation of a program of legislation. 
He shall exorcise t.he other pm-rors and functions and discharge the other 

duties assigned to him by this Conatitution or by law. 



A/ AC. 35/L.l2l 
English 
Annex I 
Page 14 

Section 5. For the ~urpose of exercising executive power, the Governor shall 
be assisted by Secretaries whom he shall appoint with the advice and consent or 
the Senate. The appointment of the Secretary of State shall in addition . require 
t he advice and consent of the House of Representatives, and the person appointed 
shall .fulfill the requirements established in Section 3 of this Article. The 
Secretaries shall collectively constitute the Governor's advisory council, which 
shall be designated as the Council of Secretaries. 

Section 6. Without prejudic~ to the power of the Legislative Assembly to 
create, reorganize and consolidate executive departments and to define their 
functions, the following departments are hereby established: State, Justice, 
Education, Health, Treasury, Labor, Agriculture and Commerce, and Public Works. 
Each of these executive departments shall be headed by a Secretary. 

Section 7. When a vacancy occ~s in the office of Governor, caused by death, 
resignation, removal, total and permanent incapacity, or any other absolute 

disability, said office shall devolve upon the Secretary of State, who shall 
hold it for the rest of the ter~ and until a new Governor has been elected and 

I 

qualifies. In the event that vacancies exist at the same time in both the 
office of Governor and that of Secretary of ~tate, the law shall provide which 
of the Secretaries shall serve as Governor. 

Section 8. When for any reason the Governor is temporarily unable to perform 
his functions, the Secretary of State shall substitute for him during the period 
he is unable to serve. If for any reason the Secretary of_State is not available, 
the Secretary determined by law shall temporarily hold the office of Governor. 

Section 9. If the Governor-elect shall not have qualified, or if he has 
qualified and a permanent vacancy occurs in the office of Governor before he 
shall have appointed a Secretary of State, or before said Secretary, having 
been appointed, shall have qualified, the Legislative Assembly just elected, 
upon convening for its first regular session, shall elect, by a majority of 

the total number of members of which each house is composed,a Governor who shall 
hold office until his successor is elected in the next general election and 

qualifies. 

Section 10. The Governor may be removed for t he causes and pursuant to the 
procedure established in Section 21 of Article III of .this Constitution. 
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t• Section . 1. The judicial power of Puerto Rico shall be vested in a Supreme 

( 

Court, and in such other courts as may be established by law. 
Section 2. The courts of ~erto Rico shall constitute a unified judicial 

sy::tem for ' purposes of jurisdiction, operation and administration. The 
I.egidlative Assembly may create and abolish courts, except for the Supreme 
Court, in a manner not inconsistent with this Constitution, and shall determine . 
~~c venue and organization of the courts. 

Section 3. The Supreme Court ~hall be the court of last resort in Puerto 
Rico and shall be c.Jmposed of a Chief Justice and four Associate Justices. . The 
nm,ber of Jtistices may be changed only by law upon request of tf1e Supreme ·Court. 

Section 4. The Supreme Court shall sit, in accordance with rule.s . adopted 
by it, as a full ~ourt or in divisions. A~l the decisions. of the Supreme 
Court shall be concurred in by a majority of .its members. No law shall be . . ' ·:· ' 

held unconstitutional except by a majority of the total nu~ber of Justices of 
which the Court is compos~d in accordance with this Constitution or with law. 

Section 5. The Supreme Court, any of its divisions, or any of its Justices 
may hear in the first instance petitio::ls for habeas corpus and any other causes 
and proceedings as determined by la,.,. 

Section 6. The Supreme Court shall adopt for the courts rules of evidence 
and of civil and criminal procedure which shall not abridge, enlarge or modify 
the substantive rights of the parties. The rules thus adopted shall be 
submitted to the Legislative Assembly at the beginning of its next : regular 
session and shall not .go into effect until sixty days after the close of said 
session, unless disapproved by the Legislative Assembly, which shall have the 
power both at said session and subsequently to amend, repeal or supplement any 
of said rules by a specific law to that effect. 

Section 7. The Supreme Court shall adopt rules for the administration of 
the co"J.:rts. These rules shall be subject to the laws concerning procurement, 
personnel, audit and appropriation of funds, and other laws which apply generally 
to all branches of the government. 'I'he Ch:f.ef Justice shall direct the 
administration of the courts and shall appoint an administrative director who 
$hall hold offj_ce at the will of the Chief Justice. 
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Section 8. Judges shall be appointed by the Governor with the ad~ioe and 
consent of the Senate. Justices of the Supreme Court shall not assume office 
until after confirmation by the Senate and shall hold their offices during 
good behavior. The terms of office of the other judges shall be fixed by law 
a.nrl shall not be less than that fixed for the term of office of a judge of 
th~ same or equivalent category existing when this Constitution takes effect. 
T~~ .;ther officials and employees of the courts shall be appointed in the 
ru~rner provided by law. 

Section 9. No person shall be appointed a Justice of the Supreme Court 
unless he is a citizen of the United States and of Puerto Rico, shall have 
bo2n admitted to the practice of law in Puerto Rico at least ten years prior 
t0 his appointment, and shall have resided in Puerto Rico at least five years 
i mmediately pribr thereto. 

Section 10. The Legislative Assembly shall establish a retirement system 
for judges. · Retirement shall be compulsory at the age of seventy years. 

Section 11. Justices of the Supreme Court mriy be removed for the causes 
and pursuant to the procedure established in Section 21 of Article III of this 
Constitution. Judges of the other courts ~ay be removed by the Supreme 
Court for the causes and pursuant to the procedure provided by law. -

Section 12. No judge shall make a direct or indirect financial contribution 
to any political organization or party, or hold any executive office therein, or 
p~rticipate in a political campaign of any kind or be a candidate for an 
elective public office unless he has resigned his judicial office at least 
six months prior to his nomination. 

Section 13. In the event that a court or any of its divisions or sections 
is changed or abolished by law, the person holding a post of judge therein shall 
continue to hold it during the rest of the term for vrhich he was appointed 

and shall perform the judicial functions assigned to bim by the Chief Justice 
of the Supreme Court. 

ART:::CLE VI 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

• Section 1. The Legislative Assembly shall have the power to create, abolish, 
consolidate and reorganize mu"licipalities; tC' change their territorial limits; ,• 
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to determine their organization .and functions.; and to authorize :them to 
develop programs. for the genera~ welfare and to create any agenc;ies necessary 
for that purp.o.se. 

No lavr abolishing or consolidating municipalities shall take effect until 
ratified in a referendmn by a majority of the qualified electors voting in 
said referendum in each of the .municipalities to be abolished or consolidated, 
The referenqum shall be conducted in the manner .determined by law, which shall 
include tee applicable procedures of the election laws in effeot .when the 
r$ferendum law io approov-.3d. 

Section 2.. The power of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico to impos~ arid 
collect tax~s and to authorize their imposition and collection by municipalities 
shall be. .exe.rci~ed as deterplined by the Legislative Assembly and shall never 
be s~rendered or suspended, The power of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico 
to contract and to authorize the contracting of debts .shall be exercised· 
as determined by tHe Legislative Assembly, 

Section 3.. The rule of taxation in Puerto Rico shall be uniform, 
Section 4. General elections shall be held every four years on the day 

of November. determined by the Legislative Assembly, In said elections .~ere 

shall be elected a Governor, the members of the Legislative Assemb.ly,. and the 
other officials whose election on that date is provided for by law. 

Every person over twenty.one years of age shall be entitled to vote if 
he fulfills the other conditions determined by law. No person shall be · · · · 
deprived of the right. to vote because he does not know how to read or write or 
does not pivn property, 

All matters concerning the electoral process, registra:t,ion of voters, 
political parties and candidates shall be determined by law. 

Every popularly elected official shall be elected by direct vote and 
any candidate who .receives more yotes than any other candidate for the same · 
office shall be declared elected, . 

Section 5. The lavrs shall be promulga ~ed in accordance with the · procedure . 
"' prescribed by law and shall S):?ecify the terms. ,und;er which they shall take effect. 

Section 6. If at the end of any fisca~ year the appropriations necessary r 
for the ordinary operating expenses of the gove!'runent and fcir the payment of 
intor~s.t on and amortization of the public d<"b'G for the ensuing fiscal year 
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s~a:l not have been made, the several sums appropriated in the last appropriation 
acts for the objects and purposes therein specified, so far as the same may be 
applicable, shall continue in effect item by item, and the Governor shall 
authorize the Payments necessary for such purposes until corresponding 
appropriations are made. 

Section 7. The a~propriations made for any fiscal year shall not exceed 
the total revenues, including available surplus, estimated for said fiscal 
year unless the imposition of taxes sufficient to cover said appropriations 
is provided by law. 

Section 8. In case the available revenues including surplus for any 
fiscal year are insufficient to meet the appropriations made for that year, 
interest on the public debt and amortization thereof shall first be paid,· and 
other disbursements shall thereafter be made in accordance with the order of 
priorities established by iaw. 

Section 9. Public property and funds shall only be disposed of for public 
purposes, for the support and operation of state institutions, and pursuant to 
law. 

Sec~ion 10. No law shall give extra compensation to any public officer, 
employee, agent or contractor after services shall have been rendered or 
contract made. No law shall extend the term of any public officer or dim:inish 
his salary or emoluments after his election or appointment. No person shall 
draw a salary for more than one office or position in the government of Puerto 
Rico. 

Section 11. The salaries of the Governor, the Secretaries, the members 
of the Legislative assembly, the. Controller and Judges shall be fixed by a . 
special law and, except for the salaries of the members of the Legislative 
Assembly, shall not be decreased during the terms for which they are elected 
or appointed. The salaries of the Governor and the Controller sball not be 
increased during said terms. No increase in the salaries of the members of 
the Legislative Assembly shall take effect until after the expiration of the 
term of the Legislative Assembly ~'Jrin~ which it is enacted. Any reduction 
of the salaries of the members of the Legislative Assembly shall be effective 
only during the term of the Legislative Assembly wr.ich approves it. 

( 
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Section 12. The Governor shall occupy and use, free of rent, the bu:i.ldings 
and properties belonging to t~e Commonwealth which have been or shall hereafter 
be used and occupied by him·· as chief executive. 

Section 13. The procedure for granting franchises, r .ights, privileges 
and concessions of a public or quasi-public nature shall be determined by 
law, but every concession ·of this kind to a person or private entity must 
be approved by the Governor or by the executive official whom he designates~ 
Every franchise, right, privilege or concession of a public or quasi-public 
nature shall be subject to amendment, alteration or repeal as determined by law. 

Section 14. No corporation shall be authorized to conduct the business of 
buying and se:lnng real estate or be permitted to hold or oWn real estate 
except such as may be reasonably necessary .to enable it to carry out the 
purposes for which 1'it was created, and every corporation authorized to engage 
in agriculture shall by its charter be restricted to the ownership and control 
of not to exceed 'five hundred acres of land; and this provision shall be held to 
prevent any member of a corporation engaged in agriculture from being in any 
wise interested in any other corporation engaged in agriculture. 

Corporations, however, may loan funds upon real estate security, and 
purchase real estate when necessary for the collection of loans, but they shall 
dispose of real estate so obtained within five years after receivt!lg the title. 

Corporations not organized in Puerto Rico, but doing business in Puerto 
Rico, shail be bound by the provisions of this section so far as they are 
applicable. 

These provisions shall not prevent the ownership, possession or management 
of lands in excess of five hundred acres by the Commonwealth, its agencies or 
instrumentalities. 

Section 15. The Legislative Assembly shall determine all matters concerning 
' the flag, the seal and the anthem of the Commonwealth. Once determined, no 

law changing them shall take effect until one year after the general electton 
~ next following the date of enactment of said law. 

Section 16. All public officials and employees of the Commonwealth, its 
r agencies, instrumentalities and political subdivisions, before entering upon 

their respective duties, shall take an oath to support the Constitution of the 
United States and the Constitution and laws of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. 

Section l 7. In case of invasion, rebellion, epi·lemic or any other event 
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glving rise to a state of emergency, the Governor may call the Legislative 

Assembly to meet in a place other than the Capitol of Puerto Rico, subject to . . . 

the approval or disapproval of the Legislative Assembly. Under the same 

conditions, the Governor may, during the period of emergency, order the 

government, its agencies and instrumentalities to be moved temporarily to a 

place other than the seat of the government. 

Section 18. All criminal actions in the courts of the Commonwealth shall 

be conducted in the name and by the authority of 11 The People of Puerto Rico" 

until otherwise provided by law. 

Section 19. It shall be the public policy _of the Commonwealth to conserve, 

develop and use its natural resources in the most effective manner possible for 

the general welfare of the community; to conserve and maintain buildings and 

places declared by the Legislative Assembly to be of historic or artistic value; 

to regulate its penal institutions in a manner that effectively achieves their . 

purposes and to provide, within the limits of available resources, for adequate 

treatment of delinquents in order to make possible their moral and social 

rehab ili tat ion. 

ARTICLE VII 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITqTION 
.. 

Section l. The Legislative Assembly may propose amendments to this 

Constitution by a concurrent resolution approved by not less than two-thirds 

of the total number of members of which each bouse is composed. All proposed 

amendments shall be submitted to the qualified electors in a special referendum, 

but if the concurrent resolution is approved by not less than three-fourths of 

the total number of members of which each bouse is composed, the Legislative 

Assembly may provide that the referendum shall be held at the same time as the 

next general election. Each proposed amendment shall be voted on separately 

and not more than three proposed amendments may be submitted at the same 

referendum. Every proposed amendment shall specify the terms under which it 

shall take effect, and it shall become a part of this Constitution if it is 

ratified by a majority o~ the electors voting thereon. Once approved, a 

proposed amendment must be published at least three months prior to the date 

of the referendum. 

r 

( 
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' Section 2. The Legislative Assembly, by a concurrent resolution approved 
by two-thirds of the total number of members of which each house is composed, 
may submit to the qualified electors at a referendum, held at the same time as 
a general election, the question of whether a constitutional convention shall 
be called to revise this Constitution~ If a majority of the electors voting 
on this question vote in favor of the revision, it shall be made by a 
Constitutional Convention elected in the manner provided by law. Every 
revision of this Constitution shall be submitted to the qualified electors 
at a special referendum f~r ratification or rejection by a majority of the 
votes cast at the referendum. 

\ Section ;. No amendment to this Constitution shall alter the republican 
form of government established by it or abolish its bill of rights. Any 
amendment or revision of this Constitution shall be consistent with the 
resolution enacted by the Cvngrese of the United States approving this Constitutio~ 
with the applicable provisions of the Constitution of the United States, with 
the Puerto Rican Federal Relations Act, and with Publ~c Law 600, Ei~hty-first 
Congress, adopted in the na.t.ure of a compact. 

ARTICLE VIII 

SENATORIAL AND REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICTS 

Section l. The senatorial and representative districts shall be the 
following: 

I. SENATORIAL DISTRICT OF SAN JUAN, which shall be composed of the following 
Representative Districts: 1.- The Capital of Puerto Rico, exc1uding the present 

/ electoral precincts of Santurce and Rio Piedras; 2.- Electoral zones numbers 
1 and 2 of the present precinct of Santurce; 3.- Electoral zone number 3 of the 
pre~ent precinct of Santurce; 4.- Electoral zone number 4 of the present precinct 
of Santurce; and 5;- Wards Hato Rey, Puerto Nuevo and Capo.rra Heights of the 
Capital of Puerto Rico. 

II. SENATORIAL DISTRICT OF BAYAMON, which shl\11 be composed of the following 
~ Representative Districts: 6.- The municipality of Bayamon; 7.- The municipalities 

of Carolina and Turjillo Alto; 8.- The present electoral precinct of R{o Piedras, 
r excluding wards Hate Rey, Puerto Nuevo and Cap3rra Heights of the Capital of 

Puerto Rico; 9·- The municipalities of Catafio, Guaynabo and Toa Baja; and 
lO.- The municipalities of Toa ~lta, Corozal and Naranjito. 
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III. SENATORIAL DISTRIC'r OF ARECIBO, which shall be composed of the 

following Representative Districts: 11.- The municipalities of Vega Baja, 

Bega Alta and Dorado; 12.- The municipalities of Manti and Barceloneta; 13.- The 

municipalities of Ciales · an~ Morovis ; l4.- The municipality of Arecibo ; and 

15.- The municipality of Utuado. 

IV. SENATORIAL DISTRICT OF AGUADILLA, which shall be composed of the 

following Representative Districts: 16.- The municipalities of Camuy, Hatillo 

and Quebradillas; 17.- The -municipalities of Aguadilla and Isabela; 18.- The 

municipalities of San Sebastian and Moca; 19.- The municipalities of Lares, 

Las Marias and Maricao; a~d 20.- The municipalities of Anasco, Aguada and Rincon. 

V. SENATORIAL DISTRICT OF MAYAGUEZ, which shall be composed of the 

follm·ring Representative Districts: 21.- The municipality of Mayaguez; 22.- The 

municipalities of Cabo Rojo, Hormiqueros and Lajas ; 23.- The municipalities of 

San German and Sabana Grande; 24.- The muni~ipalities of Yauco and Guanica; 

and 25.- The municipalities of Guayanilla and Penuelas. 

VI. SENATORIAL DISTRICT OF PONCE, which shall be composed of the following 

Representative Districts: 26.- The first, second, third, fourth, fifth and 

sixth ivards and the City Beach of the municipality of Ponce; 27.- The 

municipality of Ponce, except for the first, second, third, fourth, fifth and 

sixth wards and the City Beach; 28.- The municipalities of Adjuntas and Jayuya; 

29.- The municipalities of Juana Diaz, Santa Isabel and Villalba; and 30.- The 

municipalities of Coamo and Orocovis. 

VII. SENATORIAL DISTRICT OF GUAYAV~, which shall be composed of the 

following Representative Districts: 31.- The municipalities of Aibonito, 

Barranquitas and Comerio; 32.- The municipalities of Cayey and Cidra; 33.- The 

municipalities of Caguas and Aguas Buenas; 34.- The municipalities of Guayama 

and Selinas; and 35.- The municipalities of Patillas, Maunabo and Arroyo. 

VIII.SENATORIAL DISrRICT OF HUMACAO, which shall be composed of the 

following Representative Districts: 36.- ~he municipalities of Humacao and 

Yabucoa ; 37·- The municipalities of Juncos, Gurabo and San Lorenzo; 38.- The 

municipalities of Naguabo, Ceiba and Las Piedras; 39·- The municipalities of 

Fajardo and Vieques and the Island of Culebra; and 40.- The municipalities of 

R{o Grandes, Lo{za and Luquillo. 

Section 2. Electoral zones 1, 2, 3 and 4 included in three representative 

districts withi~ the senatorial district of San Juan are those pres~ntly existing 

for purposes of electoral organization in the second precint of San Juan. 
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Section 1. When this Constitution goes into effect all laws not inconsistent 

therewith shall continue in full force until amended or repealed, or until 

they expire by their·own terms. 

Unless otherwise provided by this Constitution, civil and criminal 

liabilities, ri.ghts, fra: .. chises, concessions, privileges, claims, actions, 

causes of action) contracts, and civil, criminal and administrative proceedings 

shall continue unaffected, notwithstanding the taking effect of this Constitution. 

Section 2. All officers who are in office by election or appointment on 

the date this Constitution takes effect shall continue to hold their offices 

and to perform the functions thereof in a manner not inconsistent tt;:.thtb.is 
Constitution, unless the functions of their off.ices are abolished or until 

their successors are selected and qualify in accordance with this Constitution 

and laws enacted pursuant thereto. 

Seccion ). Notwithstanding the age limit fixed by this Constitution for 

cor.tpulsory retirement, all the judges of the courts of Puerto Rico who .are 

holding office on the date this Constitution takes effect shall continue to 
hold their judicial offices until the expiration of the terms for which they 

were appointed, and in the case of Justices of the Supreme-Court during good 

behavior. 

Section 4. The Commonwealth of Puerto Rico shall be the successor of the 

People of Puerto Rico for all purposes, j.ncluding without limitation the 

collection and payment of debts and liabilities in accordance with their .terms. 

Section 5. When this Constitution goes into effect, the term "citizen of 

the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico" shall replace the term "citizen of Puerto Rico" 

as previously used. 

Section 6. Political parties shall continue to enjoy all rights recognized 

by the election law, provided that on the effective date of this Jonstitution 

they fulfill the minimum require~ents for the registration of new parties 

contained in said law. Five years after this Constitution shall have taken 

effect the Legislative Assembly may change these requirements, but any law 
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increasing tha~ shall not go into effect until after the general election next 

following its enactment. 

Section 7. The Legislative Assembly may enact the laws necessary to 

supplement and make effective these transitory provisions in order to assure 

the functioning of the government until the officers provided for by this 

Constitution are elected or appointed and qualify, and until this Cons~itution 

takes effect in all respects. 

Sect~on s. If the Legislative Assembly creates a Department of Commerce, 

the Department of Agriculture· and Commerce shall thereafter be called the 

Department of Agriculture. 

Section 9. The first election under the provisions of this Constitution 

sball be held on the date provided by law, but not later than six months 

after the effective date of this Constitution. The second general election 

under this Constitution shall be held in the month of November 1956 on a day 

provided by law. 

Section 10. This Constitution shall take effect when the Governor so 

proclaims, but not later than sixty fucys after its ratifico.tion by the Congress 

of the United States. 

(Signed): 

Antonio Fernos Isern 
M~ria Libertad Gomez 
Victor Gutierr~z Franqui 
Luis Munoz Marin 
Celestino Iriarte Mire 
Line Padron Rivera 
Samuel R. Quinones Quifiones 
grnesto Ramos Antonini 
Luis A. Negron LOpez 
Jaime Ben!tez Rexach 
Yldefonso Sola Morales 
Benjamin Ortiz Ortiz 
Cruz Ortiz Stella · , 
Santiago R, Palmer Diaz 
Jose Trias Monge 
Alvaro Rivera Reves 
Jcse Villares Rodriguez 
Buben Gaztambide Arrillaga 
Ernesto Carrasquillo Quinones 
Santiago Polanco Abreu 
Heraclio H. Rivera Colon 
Jose Mimosa Raspaldo 

Alfonso Roman Garcia 
Jorge Font Saldana 
Jose M. Davila Monsanto 
Francisco L, Anselmi Rodriguez 
Bernardo M¢ndez J~enez 
Angel Sandin Martinez 
Sigfreda Velez Gonzalez 
Luis Alfredo Colon Velazquez 
Juan Davila Diaz 
Manuel Acevedo Rosario 
Andres Rivera Negron 
Arcilio Alvarado Alvarado 
Enrique Alvarez Vicente 
Francisco Arrillaga Gaztambide 
Carmela Avila Medina 
Jose B .. Barcelo Oliver 
Ramon Barreto Perez 
Ramon Barrios Sanchez 
Francisco Berio Su~rez 
Virgilio Brunet Maldonado 

/ 

Agustin Burgos Rivera 
Murio Canales Torresola 

.\ 
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Angel M. Ca.'1delario Arce 
Dionisio Casillas Casillas 
Jos~ A. Cintr6n Rivera 
Li.onel Fernandez M~ndez 
Luis A. Ferre Aguavo 
Alcides Figueroa Oliva 
Leopolda Figueroa Carreras 
Ernesto Juan Fcnfr!as Rivera 
Juan R. Garcia Delgado 
Miguel A. Garc!a Mendez 
Jenaro Gautier Dapena 
Fernando J. Geigel Sabat 
Jos~ R. Gelpi Bosch 
Daria Goit!a Montalvo 
Hector Gonzalez Bla..~es 
Andres Grillasca Salas 
Jesus Izcoa Moure 
Lorenzo Lagarde Garces 
Ram6n Llobet Diaz 
Ramiro Martinez Sandin 
Juan Melendez B~ez 
Ram6n Mellado Parsons 
Armando Mignucci Calder 
Pablo Morales Otero 
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Luis Munoz Rivera 
Eduardo Negr6n Benitez 
Abrcl1am Nieves Negr6n 
Mario Orsini Hartinez 
Norman E. Parkr.urst 
Francisco Paz Granela 
Ubaldino Ramirez de Arellano Quinones 
Ram6n Maria Ramos de Jesus 
Antonio Reves Delgado 
Dolores Rivera Candelaria 
Alego Rivera Morales 
Carmela Rodriguez Garcia 
Carlos Roman Benitez 
Joaquin Rosa G6mez 
Alberto E. Sanchez Nazario 
Luis Santaliz Capestany 
Juan B. Soto Gonzalez 
Rafael Torrech Genoves 
Lucas Torres Santos 
Pedro Torres Diaz 
Augusto Valentin Vizcarrondo 
Baudilio Vega Berrios 
Jose Veray Hernandez 
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MEMORANDUM BY TilE GOVERNi-iENT OF TEE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA CONCERNING 7fm CESSATION OF TRANSMISSION OF 
INH'OBl'-iATION ml!>ER ARTICLE 73 (e) OF TEE CRABTER l-1Im 
REGARD TO THE COOiOl'JIW..ALTH OF PUERTO RICO 

Intro1uct1on 

1. The United States Goverr~nent, ·in pursuance of Article 73(e) of the 

Charter of the United Nations, has, in acco~dance with Resolution 66(!) 

adopted by the Gene~al Assembly of the United Nations on December 14, 1946, 

transmitted annually to the Secretary-General since 1946 information on 

Puerto Rico. During this period snccessi ve nclva,nces have been made in the 

growth and development of self-governing institutions in Puerto Rico and in 

the vesting of powers of government in the Puerto Rican people and their 

elected representatives. This process has reached its culmination with the 

establishment of the Commomrealth of Puerto Rico and the promulgation of the 

Constitution of this Commomrealth on July 25, 1952. 

2. Hi th the establishment cf the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the people 

of Puerto Rico have attained a full measure of self-government. Accordingly, 

the Government of the United Sto.tes has decided that it is no longer appropriate 

for it to submit information on Puerto Rico p~rsuant to Ar~icle 73(e) of 

the Charter. 
3. Resolution 222(III), adopted by the General Assembly on November 3, 1943, 

states that, having regard to the provisions of Chapter XI of the .Charter, 

it is essential that the United Nations be informed of any change in the 

constitutional position and stc.tus of any non-self-governing territory as a 

result of vThich the responsible government concerned thinks it unnecessary 

to transmit information in respect o~ thr.t territory under Article 73(e) of the 

Charter. The }!Iembers of the United Nations concerned are requested by this 

resolution to ccmmunicate to the Secretary-Gener~l, withln .a maximum period of 

six months, such information as may be appropriate, including the constitution, 

legislative act or executive order providing for the government of the territory 

and the constitutional !elationship of the territory to the government of the 

metropolitan country. 

4. As a result of the change in the constitutional position and status of 

Puerto Rico as described in this memorandum, the Government of the United 
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States considers it unnecessa.r:,' to transmit furthe r information under Article 

73 (e) of the Charter concerning the Commomrealth of Puerto Rico. The Uni te.d 

States Goven1l!lent desires that the United Nations be fully informed of the 

background of this decision. Accordingly, and in pursuance of Resolution 

222(III), this memorandum has been prepared and, together with a copy of the 

Co~stitution of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico and a letter from the Governor 

of Puerto Rico is transmi'tted to t~1e Secretary-GeneraJ. for cii~culation to the 

Y.:':nbers of the United Nations for thei:::- information. 

Consti~~tional.,P_~.Y.:~f-.~;:p.t of Puerto Rico Under 
:g~ s~. A~istration 

5. Puerto .Rico has been administered by the United States since 1398 i·rhen 

Spain ceded its . sovereignty t.o the isle.ncl under terms of the Treaty of Paris. 

Puerto Rico had a military coven1ment until 1900 rThen the United States 

Congress enacted the first organic la-vr providing for a civil form of government. 

The establishment of the Commom;eoJ.th in July 1952 ruarl~s the culmination of 

a steady progression in the exercise of self-cove~nment initiated by the first 

organic law. 

6. The first or genic law·, knoim r..s the Foraker Act, provided for a Governor 

appointed by the President of the United States, with the advice and consent 

of the Senate of the United States, a legislative assembly in which the lm·rer 

house was ~lected but the up~)er house vTas com]?osed of the 11eads of executive 

departments of the government ru1d five other persona, all appointed by the 

President ivith the advice end cons~nt of the Senate; and a supreme court, the 

membe1·s of. which were also appointed by the President 'Vi th the advice. and 

consent. of the Senate, justices of the low·er co•1rts being appointed by the 

Governor i·rith advice and consent of the upper house of the leeislature. The. 

act provided for Puerto Rico's representation before all departments of the 

Federal Government 'by a popularly elected Resident Commissioner. The Resident . 

Commissioner has a seat in the House of Representatives of the Congress of 

the United States. 

7. In 19171 the scope of self-government was increased with enactment by the 

Congress of a second organic law knovm as the Jones Act. Under it, the people 
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of Puerto Rico elected both houses of their legislature, and the popularly 

elected upper house advised and consented to the Governor's appointment of 

justices of the lower courts. The President retained authority to appoint 

the Governor, the justices of the supreme court, the heads of the departments 

of justice and education, and the auditor, but all other heads of executive 

departments were appointed by the Governor. The people of Puerto Rico became 

citizens of the United States. The protection of a bill ofrlghts patterned on 

the bill of rights of the Unjtcd Stetes Constitution was extended to Puerto Rico. 

Provision for representation be~ore the various departments of the Federal 

Government remained. The ~ectslature could repass a bill over the Governor's 

veto, but if the Governor did r.ot then approve it, it did not become law unless 

it received the approval of the President. 

8. In 1946, the President appointed as Governor, with the advice and consent 

of the Senate, a Puerto Rican who had formerly been Resident Commissioner from 

Puerto Rico. This was the first time that a Puerto Rican had been appointed 

Governor. 

9. In 1947, the Congress authorized the people of Puerto Rico to elect their 

Governor, beginning with the general election in 1948, and provided a line 

of succession in -the event of a vacancy in the position of Governor or of the 

Governor's temporary absence or disability. The elected Governor was 

authorized to appoint all the members of his cabinet, theheads of the executive 

departments, including the attorney general and commissioner of educo.tion. No 

change was made at that time in the ' provisions respecting appointment of the 

auditor and justices of the suprene court. 

Development a1- d Adoption of the Constitution of 

the Commomreal th of Puerto Rico 

10. In 1948, the candidat~s for Governor and Resident Commissioner from 

Puerto Rico, who were elected by very substantial majorities, ran on a platform 

~ calling for the adoption by the people of Puerto Rico of a constitution of their 

~ own drafting, within the fraffiework of a continuing relationship with the United 

States to which the people of Pue~to Rico would consent. In tha~ election, 

the candidates who advocated statehood for Puerto Rico and j.nd~pendenc.e for 

Puerto Rico were defeated. An overwhelming number of candidates for the 
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legislature who ran on the same program as t he successful ca.ndi~ates for Governor 

and Resident Commissioner were also elected. In accordance with the expressed 

wishes of the people of Puerto Rico, there was introduced in the Congress a 

bill to· provide for the organization of a constitutional government by the 

people of Puerto Rico. It was enacted on July 3; 1950 as Public Law 6oo, 
e1st Cong. (64 Stat. 319). 

11. That law· expressly recogni zed the principle of government by consent, 

and declaring tha.t it was "adopted in the nature of a compact", required that 

it be · submitted to the voters of Puerto Rico in an island-wide referendum for 

acceptance or rejection. If the act were approved by a majority of participating 

voters, the Legislature of Puerto Rico was authorized to call a constitutional 

convention to formulate a constitution, which would become effective upon its 

adoption by the people if eppro 'red by the Congress after a finding by the 

Pres t dent that it conformed wi th the applicable provisions of the act and of the 

Constitution of the United States. Those provisions of the Organic Act which 

related to matters of local gove~nment would thereupon be repealed,while the 

remaining provisions of the Organic Act, relating to such matters as Puerto 

Rico's economic relationship t o the United States, the force and effect of 

applicable Federal laws, and continued representatio~ in Washington, would 

thenceforth be known as the Pnerto Rican Federal Relations Act. The Congress 

made only two stipulations with respect to the content of_ the constitution to 

be adopted; that it provide a republican form of governme::1t and that · it include 

a bill of rights. 

12. Four political parties participated in the campaign preceding the 

referendum: two advocated approval of Public Law 600, 8lst Congress, one opposed 

it, and one was divided in its pos i tion. On June 4, 1951, 506,185 persons, 

65.08 percent of _the 777,675 qualified votcr3 -of Puerto Rico, participated in 

the referendum, and 76.5 percent of 't hose voting approved the act. On Auguot 271 

1951, ninety-two delegates were elected to a constitutional convention, ' 

representing the Popular Democratic, the Statehood and the Socialist parties. 

The convention met in September 1951, and concluded its painstaking work in 

February 1952. An of ficial E~Glish and an official Spanish version of the 

constitution were adopted, ar"d t he text liaS published in the four daily newspapers 

of Puerto Ric9 in both languaGes. Copies of the document were distributed 

throughout the lsland. 
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13, On March 3, 1952, the constitution was submit·l;;ed for adoption or rejection. 

Of the 783,610 qualified vote2s, 456,471 participated in the referendum. Of 

these, 373,594 or 81.84 perce~t of those voting supported adoption of the 

constitution; only 82,877 cr 18.16 ~~rcent of those voting disapproved it. 

All of the elections and re:::'eror,ca held in Puerto Rico in connection with the ­

development of the co~stitution were on the basis of univereal adult suffrage 

without property or literacy requirements. Puerto Rico has had universal 

adult suffrage since 1929. Ttore have been no property requirements since 

1906 and the last literacy requirememts wete r<>moved in i935. 

14. On April 22, 1952, the President t~a~smitted the Constitution to the 

Congress with his recommer.dction for approval, and by Public Law 447, 

82nd Cong. (66 Stat. 327), signed by the President on July 3, 1952, the Congress 

approved the Constitution subject to certain conditions which were to be 

submitted for approval to the Fuerto Rican Constitutional Convention. Public 

LavT 447, in its preambular pruvisio:cs, recalled that the Act of July 3, 1950 

"was adopted by the Congross a.s a compe.ct with the ;people of Puerto Rico, to 

become .operative u:pon its E..pproval by the people of Puerto Rico"; that the 

people of Puerto Rico had o; urv1helrningly c.pproved this Act and that the 

Constitution of Puerto Rico had been drafted by a Cons·titutional Convention; 

that the Constitution was ac.::>pted by the people of Puerto Rico in a referendum; 

that the President of tbe Uri::. ted States had declar3d that the Constitution 

conformed fully with the applicable pr:ovisions of the Act of July 3, 1950 and 

·the Constitution of the Uni"!:.ed States, that it contained a Bill of Rights, and 

provided for a republican form of government; and tbat the Congress of the 

United States had considered the Constitution and found that it conformed with 

the stipulated requirements. - The operative part of Public Law 447 recorded 

the approval by the Congress of the United States of the Constitution of the 

Commonwealth of Puerto Rico subject to certain conditions, among which was that 

the following new sentence be added to Article VII: "Arry amendment or revision 

of this ·constitution shall bo conc-ister:.t with tho resolution enacted by the 

Congress of the United States approving this Constitution, with the applicable 

provisions of the Constitution of the United Sta~es, with the Puerto Rican 

Federal Relations Act, and with Public Law 600, 8lst Cong~ adopted in the nature 

of a compact." The Puerto Rican Cor~stitutional Convention considered and 

approved these conditions. On July 25, 19~2, the Governor of Puerto Rico 
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proc l aimed the establishment of the Commonwealth of Puerto R:!.co under its 
Constitution. 

Principal Feat1~es of the Constitution of the Commonwealth 

15. The Constitution of the Commonwealth, as it became effective with the 
approval of the Congress, provides that "Its political power emanates from 
t~c people and shall be exercjsed in accordance with their will, within the 
terms of the compact agi.'eed· .1.1pon bet;.;een the l-'eople of . Puerto Rico and the 
United States of_ America"· (Art; I, 8c.c'Lion 1). The Constitution of the · 
Commonwealth is .similar to, that of a State of the Federal Union. It establishes 
a tri-partite form of government, with ,[' popularly elected Governor, e popularly 
elected bi-cameral legis·lature and a judicial breach. The heads of all 
executive departments'. are. appointed by the Governor, with the advice and consent 
of the Puerto Rican Senate; a:ppointtncnt of the Secretary of State also requires 
the consent of the. House of R~presentathes. It should be noted that with the 
establishment of the Commonwealth neitr .. er the President nor the United States 
Sen~te partic1.pates in any way in the appointment of any official of the 
government of the Commonwealth. 

16.- - The Legislative Af?setil.bly, whjch is elected b:f .free, universal and secret 
suffrage .of the people of Puerto Rico, cas . fall legi.sla·nve authority in 
respect to local matters. The Commonwealth has the power to impose and collect 
tax-es, and to · contract debts. · Acts of the Legislative Assembly become law 
upon ·approval of the Governor, or, in the event that an act is vetoed by the· 
Governor; upon its reenactmen·c ,by 'two-thirds of the tote,l number of members of 
which each house is composec. The President -ma.y · no lor:tger prevent a biil: 
repassed over the Governor's veto from b'ecoming lavr by disapproving it. The 
protection of a hill of rights is extended to persons in Puerto Rico. All 
public officials must. take an oath to support the Constitution of the United 
States and t!le Constitution and law·s of the Commomrealth. Amendments to the 
Constitution :may be .proposed by the Legislative Assembly, and will be voted on 
at a. referendum, becoming effective if ratified by a· majority of the electors 
voting thereon. .The Constitution does not restrict the substance of future 
amendments, except to provide that they shall be consistent with the act 
approving the Constitution, with the applicnbl~ provisions of tho · 
Federal Constitution with the Puert·o Ricnn Federal Relations Act, and 
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with t he act of Congress author i zing the drafting and adoption of a .Constitution. 
17. The judiciary of the Commonwealth is independent under the Constitution. 
The justices of the Supreme Court are no longer appointed by the ·President but 
are appointed by the Governor with the advice and consent of the Senate of 
Puerto Rico. · Justices hold off i ce during good behavior and may be removed, 
after impeachment, for causes specified in the Constitution. The number of 
j ustices may be increased only by law at the request of the court itself. 
No judge may make a direct or indirect financial contribution to any political 
organization or party, or hold any elective office therein, or participate in 
any political campaign or be u candidate for elective office unless he has 
resigned his· judicial office at lease six ruonths prior to his nomination. 
Although judgments of the Supreme Court of PUerto Rico may be appealed to the 
United States Court of Appeals, decisions of the United States Supreme Court 
have established that the Supreme Court of Puerto Rico is the ·rinat authority 
on the meaning of a Puerto Rican law and that its decision interpreting such 
a law may not be reversed unless the interpretation is "inescapably vrong" and 
the decision "patently erroneous"; it is not sufficient to justify reversal 
that the Federal Court merely disagree with the Puerto Rican Supreme Courtis 
interpretation. There continues to be a Federal District Court in Puerto Rico, 
but its jurisdiction does not differ from the jurizdiction of Federal District 
Courts functioning within the boundaries of States. 
18. Under the Constitution, there is full and effective participation of 
the population of Puerto Rico in the Government of Puerto Rico. Article II, 
section 11 provides that no discrimination shall be made on account of race, colo~ 
sex, birth, social origin or condition, or political or religious ideas and 
requires the laws to embody these principles. Puerto Rico is divided by the 
Constitution into senatorial and representative districts for purposes of 
electing members of the Legislative Assembly, and provision is also made for 
election of senators and representatives elected at large. By a special 
procedure ·established by Article III of the Constitution, minority parties are 
assured of representation which reco·gnizes their island-wide voting strength. 
Elect·ions will be held every four years. 

19. Article II, section 2; requires that the la,vs shall guarantee the 
expression of the will of the ~eople by means of equal, direct, and secret 
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universu.l sui'fx·age und shall protect the citiL..:=n against any cocrcio!1 :l.n tne 

exercise of the electoral franchise. Article VI, section 4, provides that 

every per:son over twenty-one years of age shall be entitled to vote if he 

fulfUls the other condition13 cet ermined by law and prohibits depriving a person 

of the right to vote because he does. not know how· to read ·or write or does not 

own property. 

Present Status of Puerto Rico 

20. .The. people of Puerto Rico continue to be citizens of the United States as 

well as of Puerto Rico and the fundament'al provisions of the Constitution of 

the United States continue to be appJicable to Puerto Rico. Puerto Rico will 

continue to be represented in Washington by a Resident Commissioner whose 

functions are not altered by the es'tablishment of the Commonwealth. Matters of 

foreign relations and national defence will continue to be conducted by t he 

United s·tates, as· is the case with the States of the Union. 

21. At the request of the people of Puerto Rico and with the approval of the 

Government of the United States, Puerto Rico 'ha.s voluntarily entered into the 

relationship with the United States which it has chosen to describe as a 

"commonwealth" relationship, The term "commonwealth" was adopted by Puerto Rico 

as the official English designation of the body politic created by the 

Constitution (the official SpJ.n5oh title is "estad.o libre asociado"), to define 

the status of that body as "a sta·~e which is free of · superior authority in the 

management of its own local affairs but whi'ch is linked to- the United States of 

America and hence is a part of its political system in a manner compatible with 
I 

its Federal structur-e", and whi ch "does not have an independent and. separate 

existence 11 (Resolution No. 22 of the Constitution~l Convention)~ By the various 

actions taken by the Congress and the people of Puerto Rico, Congress has agreed 

that Puerto Rico shall have~ nr.~er that Constitution, freedom from control or 

interference by the Congress ' in resrect of i nternal government and administration, 

subject only to compliance with applteable provisions of the Federal Constitution, 

the Puerto Rican Federal Relations Act and the acts of Congress authorizing and 

approving the Constitution, as may be interpreted by judicial decision. Those 

laws which directed or ·authorized interfer.ence with matters of local government 

by the Federal Government have bee11 repealed, 

J) 
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In Hawaii, Alaska, Guam and the Virgin Islands of the United States the ' 

chief executive is appointed by the President with the advice and consent of 

the Senate, not popularly elected by the people; the executive officer 

immediately subordinate to tbe Governor . is appointed by the President, either 

alone or with the advice and consent of the Senate, but not by the Governor; 

and judges of the highest cou:-·ts exercising local jurisdiction are appointed by 

tbe President with the advice and consent or the Senate, not by the Governor. 

This is so provided by their respective organic acts as enacted by the Congress. 

This is not the case ·with res pect to Puerto Rlco. . The people of Puerto Rico 

will participate-effectively i n t t.eir government through universal, secret and 

equal suffrage, in free and peri odic elections in which differing political 

parties offer candidates, and \vhich are assured freedom from undemocratic 

practices by the Constitution itself. These elections will be conducted in­

the future, as .they have been in the past, without interference by the United . 

States. The people of Puerto Rico have comple~e autonomy in internal economic 

matters and in cultural and social affairs under a Constitution adopted by them 

and approved by the Congress. 

23. Under the Puerto Rican Federal Relations Act, there will ~till be free 

trade with the United States, only United States coins and currency will be legal 

tender in Puerto Rico, and the statutory laws of the United States not locally 

inapplicable will, with some exceptions, have the same force and effect in 

Puerto Rico as in the United States. United States internal revenue laws do 

not apply in Puerto Rico, and the people of Puerto Rico will continue to be 

exempt from Federal income taxes on the income they derive from sources within 

Puerto Rico. The proceeds of United States excise taxes collected on articles 

produced in Puerto Rico and shipped to the United States and the proceeds of 

customs collected on foreign merchandise entering Puerto Rico are covered into 

the Treasury of Puerto Rico f or appropriation and expenditure as the legislature 

of the Commonwealth may dec i de. 

24. The final declaration of the Constitutional Convention of Puerto Rico 

(Resolution No. 23), expresses the views of the people of Puerto Rico as to the 

status they have now achieved. 
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'~vhen this Com;titution t akeE effect, the people of Puerto Rico shall 

thereupon be organized into a comtttonwealth established within the te:c:.1s or' the 

compact entered into by mutual consent, which is the basis of our union with the 

United States of America • 

. . . . 
"Thus we attain the goal of complete self-government, the last vestiges 

of 'colonialism having disappe::.red tn the p:dnciple of Compact, and we enter 

into an era of new developments in democratic civilization." 

Concl\!sion 

25. · The Ppited States Government, therefore, has decided that, with the 

entry into. fprce on July 25, 1952, of the new constitutional arrangements 

establishing the Co~~onwealth of Puerto Rico, it is no longer appropriate 

for the ·United States to conti nue to transmit information to the United 

Nations on -Puerto Rico under Article 73(e) of the Charter. This conclusion 

constitutes a rec.ognition of the full measure of self-government ,.rhicb has 

been achieved by the people o~ Puerto Rico. 
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LETTER DATED JMIDARY 17, 19!>3 FROM .. MR. · WIS ·MD'"NOZ MAR]J.J , , : 

GOVERNOR OF PUERTO RICO, TO THE! PP.ESIDENT OF THE 
. UNITED STATES · . . , . '. ,. 

On July 25~ 1952, the Commonwealth of Puerto ~ico wa~ fonoo.liy~ ~ns_talled in 

response to :the ·wish of an ·overwhelming majority of the .people "of ,P.qe~oRi~~ 

pursuant to a compact between them and the Governrr~nt : of the V.~ited States. 

Puerto Rico ·became a Commonwealth in free a.nd vo11ntar.r . association ytith the 

United States;" and its people have nO\-r attained a full measu;re. of . SE;llf -gov:ermn~nt. · 

Accordingly, I respectful.:y suggest on behalf of the Colili!lonwc,aJ:th · of :fuerto .Rico .. 

that the Government o:f' .the Unit.zd State::: tak3 steps to notif'y :tP,e United -Nations . , 
, . 

of the status of Puerto Rico, that it is no longer 'a non--sclf-gove,rning . flre~.,-

and that reports concerlrlng· it are no longer appropriate .under· ·Artic~e 73(e) of . 

the Charter. 

This developneht has climaxed· fifty-four years of. growth .in mutual .. 

understanding· and mutual good wi'll. Democratic -rights in Puerto ·Rico :qa.ve _been 

progressivelY :recognized· as self-governtl6nt ha::: increased. · Since ·19.17, th~ 

people of Puerto Rico elected· all r:embers of their legislature w~ich h~d, 

comprehensive powers t 'o enact laws for Puerto Rico. Since 1948, the :people of 

Puerto Rico also elected their · ovr.a governor, and all othe.r officie.ls qf, , ... 

Puerto Rico were locally elected or appointed. by elected officials except . 

the Auditor of PuertG Rico. and. the Justices bf . the SuJ?I'ome C,ourt • . Until the 

Commom-realth of Puerto Rico began . t ·o function, the l;:tt:ter offici?-ls :were 

appointed by the Presideut of the .United· Ste.'C.es with tbe advice and consent 

of .the United States Senate. · The · Congrese cf the UJ:P.ted States, P,owover, 

retained full jurisdiction to legislate .with respect to Puerto Rico ~thout 

the consent of its · people, to override its la11s, to change its form -of 

government ·and to alter its relations to the United S~ates • . 

These reserYations have been to a ·large extent formal. In t~o entire 

fifty-four years history of United Stat::ls ad..ministration of PU\':lrto .Rico, . . 

Congress did not · in · any instance exerci·:::e its power to annul or . amend an Act of 

the Fuerto Rico legislature, nor ·did it modify tho rolntiops of Puerto Ri~q. t.o the 

United Stctcs e~~opt progreseivoly to · J.rlond sqlf....govorunent to its ~eopla in 

: .,: , 
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resiJonse to their wishes. Even "before 1948, the appointed Governor of 

Puerto Rico was a Puerto Rican whose selection was recommended by the majority 

political party of the islanc1 , Af'ter ~.948, the appointed Auditor and Justices 

of the Supreme Court were Pt.:.erto Ricans, .also appointed 11ith the ·recommendation 

and approval of the majority party. 

This political history has been accompe.n:!..E>d by a mutually beneficial 

economic relationshipo 'lhe people of Fuerto Rico have received many .services . 

from the Government of the United .States and have benefited by grants-in-aid. 

Puerto Ricans have not been subject to the p~yment of taxes and have ~cen 

entirely free Of impoats, duties or· a :1y form of exactions for the sl;,l.pport of 

the Federal Government. At all times since the turn of _the century we have 

enjoyed free trade with the United States, and since 1917 we have ho.d ·the 

benef:t't of common citizenship~ Despite the fact thct our population has grown 

from 953,000 inhaoitants in l900 to 2,219;000 in 1950, our standard of ~iving 

has substantially increased. For exo.mple, the average per, capita inc-ome in 

1930 was $122.00 as compared with $319.00 in 1950. 

The people of Pllerto Rico have been keenly aware e,f our basic economic 

problems due to thu density of p9pulation and the poverty of natural resources. 

We are proud vf tho progress that .we have ~ade and are continuing to make by 

the utilization of . our own talents and our democratic institutioDEo This 

progress would have been imvossible, h~hever, if it had not been for .the 

sympathetic coo1=eration of the United States, manifested i:tt a wide variety of 

wa:ys, material and political. He have been helped in building souna.er social 

and educational bases for the exercise of our political rights and for our own 

economic advancement. ·OUr joint efforts in combatting illiteracy and improving 

health conditions havG produced remarkable results. In 1900 the literacy rate 

in Puerto Rico was 20 percent es com];:al'ed to 78 perce:c.t in 1950; ana. in the 

same period the death rate has dropped from 25.3 per thousand to 10 Ier thousand. 

Although the relationship was one of freedom and justice in practice, the 

people of Puerto Rico were not satisfied to remain in -a status ~hich appeared 

to re:flect the imposition upon a people of the will of another connnunity. We 

are proud of our culture and background, a:c.d "1-Te cherish our individual dignity 

and our common heritage. We profoundly believe that our government should be 

solidly 'based upon our own will and our own free choice. Accordingly, for some 

years, as our democratic institutions developed a:c.d became firmly established, 

the people considered and debat e i the matter of their stctus. 

( 
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Specifically, the people of Puerto Rico dtscussed three choices: 

independence, statehood within the :B'ederal Union, or association -vrith the United 

States as a free Commonwealth. At no time did we consider that our choice was 

restricted, or that any alternative was foreclosed to us or could not be achieved 

by peaceful means; and it should be said that at no time did the United States 

attempt, directly or indirectly, to j_nterfere with our choice ·. On the contrary, 

President Truman said in a message to the Congress as long ago as October 1945. 
"It is the settled policy of this Government to promote the political, 

social, and economic development of people who have not lfet attained full 

self --government and eventually to make it possible fc~ them to determine 

their own form of government***• It is not time, in my opinion, to 

ascertain from the people of Puerto Rico their wishes as to the ultimate 

status ~hich they prefer, and, within such limits as may be determined by 

the Congress, to grant to the:'l the kind of government which they desire. 11 
• 

And in his message to t .he Congress in J anuary 191~6, he said, 

"This Government is committed to the democratic princi"ple that it is 

for the dependent peoples themselves to decide what their sts.tus shall be." 

Each of the alternatives of independence, statehood, and association has 

been re:presented · in Puerto Rico by a political party -v;hich favored it, !il-nd which 

actively campaigned for the support Qf the electorate and nominated candidates 

for the . legislature and the governorship. In the 1948 elections the three 

alternatives were fully presented to the electorate by the three main political 

parties. The preference of the people, expressed in an ale ct.:!. e;l1 which was as 

democratic as any in the world, was unmistakably expressed in favor of the third 

alternative: a -free Commonwealth associated with the United States on the basis 

of mutual consent. Their choice is aptly summed up in the Spanish name of the 

new body politic, "Estado Libre Asociado." 

It was at the request of the off icials of the Puerto Rj_can government 

acting purs.uant to the mandate of the people that the Congress of the United 

States initiated the series of act i ons which resulted in the creation of the 

Commonwealth. On July 3, 1950, the 8lst Congress enacted Public Law 600. 

This was, in effect, an offer by the Congress to the people of Puerto Rico, 

whic·h we might accept or reject, to enter into a compact defining the status of 
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Puerto Rico and the relationships betueen the respective cormnunities. The 

compact offered the people of Puerto Rico an opportm1ity to establish our own 
government and to-remain in association uith the United States on defined terms. 
It was the precise ~ormula that the people, through their elected representatives, 
had requested-. : 

According to its terms, ··Public La·w 600 was submitted to the qualified 
voters of Puerto Rico in a referendum held on June 4, 1951 after months of 
intensive debate. The ·Law uas accepted by the people of Puerto Rico by a vote cf 
387,016 to 119,169; Sixty-five percent of the eligible voters participated 
in the referendum. In ~his as in all elections in Puerto Rico, all citizens 
of at least 21 years of age, male or female, without property or literacy 
requirements, were entitled to vote. 

After acceptance of La\·T 6oo, a Constitutional Convention was electe'd on 
August 27, 1951 in an ·election where all the qualified voters had the rie;ht to 
participate. The Convention met at San Juan on September 17, 1951 and 
proceeded to draft a Constitution. On February 6, 1952 it approved the 
Constitution of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico '\-Thich it had drar'ted, by a 

vote of 88 to 3. · On March 3, 1952 the qualified voters of Puerto Rico again 
went to the polls to express approval or disapproval of the Constitution 

drafted bythe Convention. The Constitution was ratified in this referendum by 
a vote of 373,594 in favor of approval and 82,877 against approval. 

Pursuant to the provisions of the Compact, the Congre3.s of the United States 
on July 3, ·1952 approved ·the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. 
On July ll; 1952 the Constitutional Convention of Puerto Rico by resolution 
accepted amendments· proposed by the Congress and took the final step in 
ratifying the Constitution ·of the Cormnonwealth. The Commonwealth >ras duly 

installed on July 25, 1952 and the flag of Puerto Rico was raised beside the 
flag of the United States. 

The Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, therefore, represents the government that 
the people of Puerto Rico have freely adopted. It reflects our mm· decision as 
to the type of institutions and t he kind of relationship to the United States 
which we desire. There can be no doubt that in the full sense of the term, 
in form as well as in f act, the people of Puerto Rico are now self-governing. 
We have chosen our institutions and relationship with the United States. He 
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have determined the nature and distrib~tion of the powers of government. We 

have created our own Constitution under which we established our own government, 

the nature of which is described in Article I, Section 2 of the Constitution as 

follows ·: 

"The government of the Coomonwealth of Puerto Rico shall be 

republican in form and its legislative, judicial and executive branches 

as established by this Constitution shall be equally subordinate to the 

sovereignty of the people of Puerto Rico. 11 

Under this Constitution, of course, all of our officials are either elected 

by the people or are appointed by officials whum we elect~ The legislative 

power of the Commonwealth under the compact and the Constitution essentially 

parallels that of the state governments. The laws enacted by the Government 

of the Commonwealth pursuant to the compact cannot be repealed or· modified by 

external authority, and their effect and validity are subject to adjudication by 

the courts. Our status and the terms of our ansociation with the United States 

cannot be changed without our full consent. 

The people of Puerto Rico are firm suppo1·ters of the United Nations, and 

this great organization may confidently rely upon us for a continuation of that 

good will. The Government of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico will be ready at 

all times to cooperate with the ~nited States in seeking to advance the p~poses 

and principles of the United Nations. 
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